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THE 


GREAT THINGS 


þ 


Faith can do. 


Hebrews, 11. 32. 


And what ſhall T ſay more ? for the time would fall 


me, to tell of Gideon, and of Barak, and of 
Sampſon, and of Jeptha, of David alſo, and 
Samuel, and of the Prophets ; who through 
Faith ſubdued Kingdoms, wrought Righteouſneſs, 
obtained Promiſes, ſtopped the mouths of Lyons, 
quenched the violence of fire, eſcaped the edgy of 
the Sword, out of weakneſs were made ſtrong, | 
waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the Ars 
mies of the Aliens, women received their dead, 
raiſed to life again, &c. 


&8 Þ.F:. Pt io Mieonk Cups rothe Hebron, you 

vea little Book of Chronicles; wherein che 
@29**.Þ Eclkevers of he 01d Teſtament, do ſtand upon 
2 || 4 Record for their great Work of Faith. Inthe 
15 + £2 former parr of the Chapter, the Apoſtle doth 
2 NY: I © inſtance in ſeveral Beleevers ar large : In the 


up the Inftances into a narrower Room ; for 
ſaichhe, The cime would fail mecocel of Gideon, of Barak, and 


latrer parr, he 13 more cotupendious, ahd draws | 
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of Sampſon, and of Feptba, &c. _— thele Beleevers chat he 
| doch 
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jFuſt chey tubdued Kingdoms, verle 33. who through Faith ſub- | 


doth inſtance in, in the later part of the Chap er, are of ewo ſorts ; 


ſome fainous, and of good reports for thew ations z and tame for | 


their ſufferings : ſome did greac chings, and ſome ſuffered prear 
chings, and both by their Faith : Thoſe that ſuffered great things, | 
aremennoned in the following words : Others were torture, not 
accepting of deliverance. Thoſe that did great things by their 
Faith in theſe Verſes : their Pertons are mentioned, and the 
fcuics and effects of theur Faith, for which they are mencioned in 
theſe Verſes. Their Perſons are mencioned in Verle 32. ye 
have their Names there; their State, Condition, and their Order : 
their Names, Gideon, and Barak, and Sampſon,, and Fep:ha, 
and David : their State and Condition, ſoine were Kings, ſome 


were Judges, ſome were Prophets: Faith runs throuph al Condi- 
tions, and Ranks of Men; Faith, and true Grace, 1s able ro make a 
Plancarion upon every Condition of men. And as for their order 
here, Gideon is before Barak and Sampſon isbefore Feptha : yer 
if you look 1nro the Story in che Fudges, you ſal find Barak is 

before Gideon, and Feptha before Sampſon ; and here Gideoa ſer | 
firft, and Sampſon firſt, why ? becauſe chey excelled in Faith, 

and choſe are moſt excellenc in Gods eyes, who are moſt eminent 
in Faith; thoſe are moſt excelleng in Gods Eyes, who moſt excel 
in Faich, Bur now as for the Eruits and Effects of their Faith, 
they are many, here arenole(s than ren mentioned 1n theſe Verſes. 


dued Kzngdoms ;, fothe Judges did, and to Dawid allo. And 
2. They wrought Righteouinels ; 1o Samuel did, Whoſe Ox bave 
I taken? and to David did when he ſpared Sax. And 3. They 
om ante Promiſes 3 Promiles, that 3s che ching promiſed ; God 
is ſo Faithful, ſaich Bega, in fulfilling his Promiſes, chat the Pro- 
miſe is puc tor the thing promited ;. they obcained che Promiſes, 
chat is, the thing promiſed. Now the Promiſe they obtained, ic 
was not the great Promiſe of the Mefſlias ; for {oat verſe 39. They 
received not the Promiſe, that is, the great Promiſe of the Meſlias ; 
bur the Promites they obrained, were particular Promiles of deli- 
verance, Victories, and Kingdoms ; 1o they obcained Promiles, 
aud 1o Gideon, and Barak, David, and others did. And then 
they ſtopped the mouths of Lyons z fo David, and Daniel did. 
And they quenched the violence of Fire; ſo the three Children 
did. And eſcaped che edg, or mouth of the Sword 3; ſo Eltjab, 
and Elifha did. And out of weakneſs were made ftrong ; 10 Hege- 
ktabh was. And they waxed valiant in Fight, and curned co flight 
che Armies of che Aliens 3 ſo the Ju and David did. And 
Women received their dead, raiſed to Lite again; fo the Woman 
of Sareptha, and the Shunamitce did. So that now here you mzy 


ſee whar great things the Beleevers of che old Teftamenc did by 


—— 
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and cherfoce it muſt needs be a very (piricual, and a working Grace, 


« (elfa work. And, | 


Work, and it isa greac Friend co work 1t is not an idle Hout- 
wife. Wharc is our Sanctification, bur our Faith incarnate; ic 
works Love, and « works by Lovey and Love is very invetttive, 
active, and cxpentve: it'isa friend rowork 3 a work in ir ſeFf, 
anda triend to work. And 


Lord, and do good; not hirit dogood, and then cruſt inthe Lord, 
eruſt inthe Tord firſt, cruſt m che Lord, and do good : it is the 
work that {ers ocher works on work, the wheel chat ſets al other 
wheels a gO1 
work. - Asa 
and a Servant may be very buke about his own mployment, and 
yet his Maſter counts it an idleneſs,becaule he is not about his work 


| The Great things Faith can do. 


Faich - And io the Doctrine char TI hal pirch upon ar this cime, 
riſeth from al che words, and nor from any particular Clauſe, or 
paflage, bur from the whol. 


That true ſaving faith, will do very great things. 


Ir istrue Faich chat che Apoſtle here ſpeaks of, as appears by the 
whol Chapter z and chelſe things thac they did, as appears to che 
Reader ac ficft view, were great things : So that I ſhal not need rg 
ſpend any time for cleering of the Dodrine from che words thar it; 


doth ariſe from; and al theſe Verſes and words, they are witnefſeg 
roit, they cry out this Doctrine with one Voyce, True ſaving 
Faith, will do very great things. 7 


For the opening and cleering whereof, I ſhal labor ro ſhew, 

1. That rue ſaving Faith, is a aging, working, ftirring 

Grace. 

2+ That true ſaving Faith, will do grea t ings. And, 

3. How Faith comes to do (ch great things. 
Firſt : True ſaving Faith, is a doing Grace, an aQtive, working, 
doing, operative Grace : che more Spirits any thing hath, the more 
ative ic 1s: Faith, crue taving Faith, hath the Spirit of the Gol- 
pelin ic ; the Golpel is the Miniftcacion of the Spirit, and crue 
laving Faith, it hath the Spirit of this Spiricful Diſpenſacion z 


Ic is called a work ic telf, in 13 T hep. 1. 3. Remembring without 
ceaſing, your work Faith; andin 2 The. r. 11. The work of 
Faith with power. Our Lord and Savior Chriſt faith, it is the 
Work of God ; Thzs zs the Workof God, that ye beleeve; it is 1n; 


+ Secondly : Ir 1s a friend co work: true ſaving Faith, it is a 


Thwdly : Icis alſo the tirft worker in the Soul. Truſt in the 


3 without which, a' man 1$ idle, though he be ac 
ild may be very buſie at hw play, yer but phy ; 


appointed him. So now, aman _ be very bufie in regard of the | 


——_ 


.. world, . 
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nother 3 Liberalicy canno: turn its hand co this Condition, but 


what wil you {ay co Chrift ? when he was dying ,. did he nor ſay,, 


warld,. and yet he may be idle God- ward, Niſs a Deo agends, 
mil azes ;. Faith muſt bethe firſt Workes, aud 11 Faith be not the 
firſt, al other works areas nothing. Yea, 


Fourthly : As Faith is a Work, and a Friend of Work, anda 
fict Worker;. 10-it. is an Univerſal Work :  Faichs ts: chat Grace 
chat can curn its hand co every Work:z ſome can work exactly at 

neching, bur they are bunglers ac another : but Faith, rrue-ſa-| 


ving Faith, can curn its hand coevery bulinets: Poſlibly a men” 
may be {ick, and he cannot pray himfelf ; bur yer he may beleeve; 


chough Prayer cannot curn its hand rothis Condition, yer Faith 
can, Poſlibly a man may be very poor, and is not. able co help a- 


Faich can work in it. 
Fiftly : Andnot only ſo, but Faith works beſt,. when it works. 


{alone, when ic works al alone 3 If Comfosr come, . and. ſence, and: 


feeling come, Faich knows how coule thele 3. bur though a man | 
have no Sence, and noComforc , yer. Faith can work,, and Faiths 
works beſt, when it works alone, when it work: al alone , without 
theſe auxiliarier. 

Sixcly : Yea, Faich works beſt ſomrimes, when i works in the 
dark ; as it works beſt when.ic works alone, foſomcumes, it works 
beft inchedark.. Men can work wel inthe light, bur nor in the- 
dark ; bur chougha mans condition be vesy dark, yer Faith can- 
work then z Faith-works beſt.when ic works in the dark : Faith 
Hoves to work like Chritt ,. and Chriſts greaceft attion of Obedi- 
ence, was in the darkeſt rime, v.hen he was on the Croſs, I re- 
member a Speech of thac good old man, Mr. Dod, when-a. man 
chat was croubled in his mind lay a dying, he ſaid to-him ,. Sir, 


My God, my God, why haſt then forſaken me. ? And was not 
Chrifts higheſt piece of Obedience apon the Croſs, in the dark, in. 
a dark conditi-n ? Faith works beſt ſomtimes in the dark. 


Faith works beſtar.che laſt.. Now put alchele together, Faith is 
a Work, and Faich #:a. Friend ro Work, and Faith is the firſt 
Waker, and Faith is an Univerſal Worker, and Faith. werks 
beſt when it works al alone, and Faith works beft ſomtimes in 
he dark, and Faich works beſt ar the laft; and certainly you 
ve the fuſt, namely chis, Thar crue ſaving Faith. is a. doing 
Grace, it.is a warking Grace, But 


1 
p 


Seventhly : Yer further, Faith, ic works beft ac the laft , and. 
\|the longer ic works, the better 3. for Faith grows by experience, 
; [andthe Jongerthat Faith works, the more experience it.gets ; and 
' [the more experience Faith gets, the ſtronger it is, and: therefore 


| 
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Secondly : You wil ſay, What are thoſe great things that 
Faith will do? for webave beard that Faith is a doing 
' Grace, thats the Do&rine; Faith will do, and do great 
| yy » " what are thoſe great things that Faith will 
do fk : 


Faich wil do as great things now, ſurely in- Goſpel cimes, new 
| Feſtament rimes,. as ever in old Teftamenc times; and I ſhal not 
inſtance in choſe cen Parciculars, only fo far as ro make forth the 

neral Doctrine, and co bring x untour lelves, I fhal ſhew you 
what great chings Faith wil do ſtil, and: ſhal ſpeak co-char more 
Poſitively, .andabloluely ; and then Comparatively.. 

Faith, crue ſaving Faith, ic wil ceſift grear Temprations; ir | 
wil perform great Performances ; ie wil ſuppreſs al your Fears,, 
it wil morrifie al your Cares 3. it wil afſwage and ſubdue al your 
Griefs 3 ic wH make you @ ſtranger in-chis World 3 it wil 
your hearts fieady and upright, inal che curnings and changes' of 
your Life; it wil make you faichtul under al. your Becruſtmencs ;, 
it wil reallize Ecernity to you, and make thole things viſible to you, 
that are in themſelves inviſible ; and it wil make you live in conti= 
nual dependance on Chriſt, and fetch al from him : Alcheſe chi 
aregreatehings,. and Imuft not awel upon any of them, bur ay 
touch upon each of them. 

Is ir not a great matter for a man to reſift, and overcome preat 
Tempcatzons ? Foſepb did fo; ſorely tempred by his Miſtris,. buc 
he overcame the Temptation, How ? He beleeved, How fhall I 
do this evil, and ſan againſt my God ? - 

Is ic got a great matter fora man to perform Duries to the ha» 
zard of hs Lite? Thus Daniel did ,. fer open. his Windows when 
he went to pray, prayedand kepb to hm Duty tothe hazard of his 
life, why ? Becauſe he beleeved.. Again, 

Is it not a great matcer to mortifie your Fears,and al your Fears, 
your great Fears? This Faith wildo ;. bat time I amafraid, 
Lwill truſt in thee. Again, 

Es it not a great matter to mortifie your Cares, and extream 

hcfulnets ? This Faich wil do. In Prov. 16. 3. Commit thy 
Work unto the Lord, and tbythoughts ſal be eftabliſbed:: Come 
mit chy work, there is Faith, and thy thoughts thal be cſtabliſked. 
Aud, 

Is « noca great matter to have your griefs-aſlwaged when they 
aregreat? Faith wildo it. Hannab waza Woman ofa 1ad, and 
a ſorrowful Spuit, and the Lord gave her in a word,, a particular 
word,, and the belecved, and was no more lad. - 
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1n cimes of , the groue rurnings and Changes of your life ? 


EE it not a great matter to be kept firaight, and even, and ſteady, 


This Faith wil by Fo To _— man An L oo his hearc 
was kepc ſteady and uprighe in the midſt of al; Lord, thou 
hers py yet will | truſt m thee. Again, & 
I it not a great marrer ro be a ſtranger to the World, co be a 
ſtranger from che World ? Faith wil dothis, Iris faid of Abrg- 
bam un Heb. 11.9. By Faith be ſojourned in the Land of Pro- 
miſe, ar in a ftrange Country : Mark the Expreflion, he tojour- 
ned in the Land of Promiſe. There are tome outward Bleſſings 
chat we have by Prayer, chat we have by Promile ; it may be a 
Child,or ſuch a Relation, chat we have by Prayer, and by Promiſe, 
and we think we may be very indulgent co our Aﬀection in 
regard of that mercy : bur fee here, Abraham was a ſtranger 
ger inche Land of Promile, as in a ſtrange Country. And then 
again, 

, Is it not a great matter for a man to be Faichful under al his be- 
cruſtmencs? Caleb and Foſhua were fo; they were ſent to (py 
our the Land of Canaan, and whenthe other Spies brought up 


an ill report, they were faichful in their Repore , why ? Becaule 
they beleeved, The Lord bath given them imto our bands as bread 
(lay they ) Faith wil make a man faichtul under al his Berruſt- 
ments. And, 

Is it nor a great matrer for a man, to ſee thoſe things that arg in- 
viſible, co realize Ecernity, and co feechole things that are myiſi- 
ble? By Faith Moſes ſaw him that # inviſible, And, 

Is ic not a preat matter for a man to live in continual depen- 
dance 01 Chriſt, and ferchal from hum? Faich wil do this; for 
as Chriſt could do noching without Faich, he could do no great 
things chere, becauſe of theic Uabelief; to Faich can do nothing 
wichour Chriſt, 1 live, yet not I, but Chriſt livetb in me, why ? 
Becauſe I live by the Faith of the Son of Ged. Faith wil make a 
man live in continual dependatice on Chritt, and fetch al from him. 
Now Beloved, theſe are great things, every one of theſe is agreat 
matter : but crue ſaving Faith wildoalchete things. 


Bur chen to ſpeak to it yet more Comparatively z there are two 
or three greac Agents in the World, that are cloſe at work, and 
Faith wil our-work chem al, and do greater things than any of 
chem. 1. There is a Carnal Policy, with Power, which isa great 
Agent, and Worker, in reterence co the Aﬀairs of che World. 
2. Thece'is Civil Honeſty, a grear Agent in reference ro our dea- 


ling berween man and man. And 3. There are Goſpel Gitts, 
Parcs, and common Grace, which are great Agents in me ro 


| our Religion. Now, noc to ſhew the difference berween-cthem 


7 CR tn. ett _ —— 


"YO RRpe-- © « 


PEI 


” o 


2 ———_—_— 


ES... EEE 


The Great things Faith can do. 


bur togive you a lictle raft, that I may make out thepeneral Do- 
Arine, That Faich doth work beyond al. And | 
Firſt ofal : If you compare it with Power, Power cloathed 
with Policy, or Policy cloathed with Power : Faith wil do more 
than al Policy and Power can do. And I pray turn unto 2 Chron. 
13. Where you ſhal ſee this cleerly proved to you, verſe 3. There 
is a great Battel foupht 3; And Abijah ſet the Battel in Array qvitb 
an Army of valiant men of war,even four bundred thouſand cho- 
en men: Jeroboam alſo jet the Battel in Array with eight bun- 
dred thouſand choſen men,being mighty men of Valor : Jeroboam 
had as many again, Abjzab but tour hundred thouſand. Now if 
you look into verie 16. ut is {a1d che Children ot Iſrael fled before 
Fudab, and Abijab, and his People, flew chem with a great 
flaughcer, verſe 17. So chere fel down flain of Iſrael, five hun- 
dred thouſand choſen men , ſuch a flaughrer as you ſhal nor hear 
of : Abijab had bur four hundred thouſand men,and they flew five 
hundred thoutand, Why ? they had power enough , they were 
as many again: What was the matter, did they wanc Pohcy ? it 
is ſaid verie 1 34 Bur Feroboam cauſed an Anibuthment rocome a- 
bout them ; {ſo they were before Fudah, and the Ambuſhmene 
was behind them : here was Power, and here was Policy, and yet 
chisgreat Army 1s beacen with half che Company, and five hun- 
dred chouland flain : How comesthisto pats ? Indeed you read 
o{ the Children of F#dah, That they cryed unto the Lord, They 
cried untothe Lord, at verle 14. But if you wil have che reaſon, 
lookco verſe 18. T bus the Children of Iſrael were brought under 
at that time ,, and the Children of Judah prevailed, becauſe they 
relied on the Lord God of their Fathers. See Faith can do more 
than al che Power and Policy in the World can do; cue ſaving 
Faith can domore in reference to the Aﬀeairs of the World too: 
What Power isablecoturn che Tide ? if che Tide come in, and go 
out, you may bring in your Veſſels with ir, or ſend ouc your Vet- 
ſels; who isable co turn the Tide? Whar power on Earth isable 
roturn the Tide? And what power of men can turn the power of 


Providence ? or Policy of men, can turn the Tide of Providence ? 
But Faith cando it, true ſaving Faith can turn the Tide, even of 
Providence ; and therefore it can do greater things than al Power, 
| che greatneſs of the World joyned with Policy, 


Secondly : There is anocher great Apent in the World, and. 
|chac is civil honeſty, and moralicy, which deals much berween man 


[z 


[_ _ How may it appear that Faith can do greater things 
; thant 
| That appears plainly thus : 


Civyl Honeſty, and Morality, doth erade but in ſmal maccers, 
and 


k 
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and therefore the Civil, Honeſt, Moral man, he never breaks in his 

| | Profeſſion, Why ?} Becauſe he trades not in great matters. When 
; do you hear a tiiſe of a poor mans breaking ? when agreat, rich 
Merchanc breaks,you have che noiſe of ic through the City : When 
do you hear of Ships,or Veſſels miſcarrying in narrow Waters ? in 
the Seas, Ships char launch our to Sea, they ace Shipwrack'd ; bur 
| choſe char trade in narrow Warers, they ſeldom, or never Ship- 
wrack. So thoſe Profeſſors chat launch forth inco che Ocean of |. 
the Goſpel, they break ſomrimesz bur che civil, moral man, he 
| bleſech-hiniſelf when he lees chis; Theſe (lates he ) areuncon- 
ſtance men, theſe are uneven men, ſomrimes for this, and tomtunes 
for that Opinion 3 but I am conſtane: Whereas the Truch is, ic 
| is becauſe he crades in Narrow Waters, in {mal things, and ſo ne- 
| ver breaks, never {uffers Ship-wrack. Bur now, true laving Faich 

crades in che high things of che Goſpel. 

" Though Cwility, and morality may do much between man and 
manz yer it wil uever makea man co leave al, co follow Chriſt : 
The yong man chat cameco Chriſt, ſaid, Al theſethings bave l 
done z bur faich Chriſt, Go and ſel al that thou baſt, and giveto 
the poor, and come, and follow me; he could not down with 
thac ; Sothat Civility, and Moralicy, wil never make a man parc 
with al co follow Chriſt, buc true Faich wil : If Chriſt ſay, Fol- | 

low me, Saith Fauth, I will follow thee wherever chou 

[ goelt. 

| , And cheugh acivil man may do much ina way of Riphteouſneſs 
ze berween man and man, yet he doth not deal with God through 
Moralicy, doch not deal with God chrough man ; Faith doth, 
crue ſaving Faith doth ; I was dumb, and opened not my mouth, 
for thou Lord haſt done it : Morality can fay the firſt parc. Sup- 
| poſe a Noxal, and Civil man be reviled, our of the poodnels of his 
|Naruce, he can lay the firſt part, I was dzmb, and opened not my 
| month ; but Noralicy connot ſpeak che {econdpart, becauſe thou 
Lord baſt done it. Moraliry dothnot deal with God through 
man, bur Faich doth, and ſo it doth greater things than thus 


Agent. 


J« Thirdly : How may it appear that true ſaving Faich, can do 

greater things than Goſpel Parts, Gitts, and common Grace ? 

Ic appears chus : 

I. | Though Golpel parrs and Gifts, are very uſeful, and profitable 
/ forthe edifying of che Body, for edifying of others 3 yer they wil 
| | not humble a man, and cauſe him to walk humbly with God : 
| Magnum non eſt magna facere, ic is no great matter co: do preac 
things 3 buc for a man to do preat chings, and think MG 
(chng this is great. Now Parcs and Giirs, they puff up; bur 
crue 
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ecce ſaving Fairh doth humble. Mark _ int Hab. 2. 
xz. Behold, his Soul which is lifred up, rowred up, ſaith che He- 
brew, bis Soul that is tovored up,u4 not upright tn bin; but the 
juft foal le by bu F aith. 
rue ſaving Faith hath a, yex not I: If you look into the new 
Teſtament, you fhal find there is a three-fold, yer not I ; ofie char 
relates to (in, in Rom. 7. I fin, yet not I : one that relares to Spt- 
ricual Life, 1 Jive, yet not 1: one chat relares eo Duties, I have 
labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, Frue ſaving 
faich hach chis, yernoc I; Parts and Gifts know not this,yet nor 1. 
Thongh Parts and Gifrs may bevery uteful unco-che Body, * yer 
\chey wil never make a perfect change in @ man : Suppoſe a Man 
hath very Parts and Gifes, and withal he be grven to-paſſion, 


Paftion, bur he is as paſl:onate now, as ever he was : Goſpel Parcs 
and Gitrs never make a through change in a main, Faith doch, and 
Faich makes ſucha change,as a man is direRly contrary ants what 
he was before. Zachews, art Oppreflor betote, now faith he, 
Lord, bzhotd, the half of my Goods I give tothe poor ; Why? 
Becauſe hewas a Son of Abraham, a Beleever : and ſorke Jaylory 
he whipt and ſcourged Parl, and Sylas ; bur when he came co be- 
teeve,herakes chem 1nro his Houle,and fer meat betore'chem; why ? 
for he beleceved, and al his Houte. Trae ſaving Faith wil makea 
perfe& change; bur Parts and Gifts wil never do. 

As tor -common Grace, Thonph a mar may rite ro a very prear 
Profeſſion the: eby, he wil never hold it 3 chele Colors are nor hid 
in Gofpel Oyl, and ic wil never hold, it 1s buc @ varniſh, and ic wil 
off, rfaith the Apoſtle, We are kept by the Power of God 
through Faith ; Fanh wil hold. You fee how ic is with che 
Leather chat a man wears onfris hoo, it wit wear out ; there ate 
ſome poor peoplechat go without Shoos, and eheie Skim tis thing 
not fo chick as the Leacher, aud yet ir wears not off, Why? Be- 
caufe chereis Life in ic; che one prows chicker, and chicker ; 
the other thinner, and chinner; Why? Becauſe there 
is no Life in ir, Yo Parts, and Gifts, #nd& como Grace, 
they wear our becauſe chere is no hfe m chem: bue now, .crue fa- 
| vying Faith, chere is life in ir, and ic wil noe wear our. So che 
thus yon fee, crae ſaving Farck above al ochers, conſidered zlore: 
it wil refiſt great Temprations, ic wil perfornt grear Pertormian= 
ces, it wil mortifie at your fears, it wil ſubdet al your Cares, it 
wil afſwage al your Griefs , ir wit make you & ſtranger ir chis 
World, it wil keep your hearts fteady, andevety, md npright in 
41 cherurns and Changes of your Life, ir wil make you Frieffie 

, it wil ceallize Ererniry co you, it 


ander'at your tet | 
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Thirdly : You wilask me, How comes it to paſs, that true 
ſawing Faith can do ſuch great things ? 
Fauh forch in che mighe of Gods Power, the Almighty 
ower of Go , and therefure ſaith our Savior, If thou canſt be- 
,al things are poſſible. Andif you look into the Scri cure, 
you thal find chat the great Works of God, of his Almighcy Pow- 
er, areaſcribed ro Faith, both in the old Teſtament, a .d inthe 
new. Incheold Teſtament, the great Works of God were much 
expreſt in Victories over Enemies z aid in the new Teſtamenc, 
thegreat Works of God much in Cures of Diteaſes ;. and both 
thele are given co Faith : the great Victories of the old Teſtamenc 
given ro Faith; and che great miraculous Cures of the New Te- 
ſtament.given to Faith ; and wil you know the reaſon ? God wil 
aſcribe much to that Grace, that aicribes much to lum z and (er the 
Crown upon the Head of that Grace,that ters che Crown upon the 
Head of his Son. Now the more chat any man can waic upon 


Faith the Walks of Jericbo fel down 3 Did Faith pul down the 
wals of Jericho ? No, bur it was the Almighty power of God that 
pulPd down the wals of Jericho ; bur this 1s faid co be done by 
Faith, why ? Becauſe they did-wait upon God 1n che ule of Rams 
Horns z and when a man can watt upon God in nhe uſe of Rams 
Horns, then a man is faid to live by Faith. 
As Faith goes forth in the might of Gods Power, ſo in the might 
of Gods Promiſe ; the Promiſe ws made to Faith, che Promiſe of 
doing great things is made to Faith. In Jobn, 14. 12. Verily, 
verily, I ſay unto you, bethat beleeveth on me, the works tbat 1 
do, ſhal be do alſo, and greater works than theſe, ſhal be do , be- 
cauſe | go unto my Father : So that nor only the Promuſe is made 
co Faith, bur the Promile of doing great rhings,is made to Faith, 
As Faith doth go forth in the ſtrengrh of the Promite, fo Fauh 
doth go forch.in the ſtrength of Gods Cal : there is much mighe in 
Gods Cal, Faith goes forch in che ſtrength, and might of Gods 
Call. Read what the Lord ſaid co Gideon, ih Judges, 6. 14s 
And the Lord looked upon him, and ſa:d, Go in this tby might, 
and thou ſhalt ſave Iſrael from the vand of the *lidianues : 
what might was this ? Goin this chy Might, bave not 1 ſent thee ? 


her 


God in che ule of low, and mean, and poor, and no means, the! - 
more he dorh alcribe unco God, and to his Power. Ir is faid, By | 
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|here 15 the Mighcz Go in this thy Mighc : what Might ? che Mi 
ofmy Call. Gods Cal isa Might, and when a Man doth go forth 
in the Might of Gods Call, he goes forth in a mighty ftrenpth z 
Faith goes forth in the Might of Gods Call. 

As Faith goes forth in che Might of Gods Cal, ſo it doth go 
forth in the Sence of what God and Chriſt hath done for the Soul ; 
I know Faith, and Sence, and Feeling differ ; bur I fay, Faithis 
very ſenſible of what che Father hath done, and what Chriſt hath 
done for poor ſinners ; and when a man 1s very ſenſible of what 
great things God hath done, and Chriſt hath done, chen ſaith a 
' | man, Shal God do ſuch great things tor me? and fhal Chriſt do 
ſuch great things for me ? and ſhal nor I do greac things again for 
God and Chriſt ? Faith 1s very tentible oft what God and Chriſt 
hach done for ſinners. And thus Faith makes a man do great 
things for God , Faith goes forth in che Might of Gods Power, 
Faith goes forth in the Might of Gods Promite , Faich goes forth 
in the Might of Gods Cal, and Faith goes torch in the- Sence of 
what God and Chriſt hath done tor the Soul. And thus ic comes 
tro pals chat Faith wil dovery great things. And thus now I haye 
done with the Doctrinal Part z I cometo the Application, 


If this Dofrine be crue, True laving Faith wil do great things, 
and very greac things ; then we may here ſee the reaſon why men 
dono great things tor God, why men do no great chings in cheir 
Generation, and why there are no great things in their Generati- 
on, and why there are nogreat things tound in mens Converſation, 
no great things tor the molt part 3 It 1s becaule a:en do want this 
rrae ſaving Faith, it is a working Grace, an active Grace, and 
therefore 1t 1 be not a worker tor God, 1t argues I have none of 
this Faith : True laving Faith, ic wil do great things for God 
what ſhal we ſay co chote chat catu.or doiſmalchings ? Ic's a {mal 
chingco leave drunken Company, a {mal thing oo leave a fooliſh! 
Faſhion, a ſimal ching co leave an idle word, Faith, or Troth ; 
men cannot do imal things z true laving Faith wil dogreat things, 
and very great things. O! What thal we lay of thole thar are 1o 
far trom doing greac things, chat they cannot do fmal things? have 
they Faith? Ler noc men be deceived : I fay again, true faving 
Faith wil do very great things, Was it not a very great matter 
for a yong man brought up un the Court, to leave al the Courr Pre- 
fermenc, and to chule AfMliction with che People of God, rather 
chan the Preferments ot che Court ? this Moſes did by Fauh, 
Was it nota great matter for a People to venture into the Sea, 
meerly upon a Command? this Faith made the People do. By 
Faith Peter ventured on the waters of the. Sea z by Faith Iſrael 
, entred ucoche Sea: crue ſaving. Faith 18 a vencuring Grace, it 
D 2 wil 
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Henne far for God, andfacafter God. Was it not a great 
marter for Rebabrhe Harlot, anion : ,.a- Whore to become 
aSainc,a Beleever ? for a Drunkard, andor an Aduiterer, to be- 
come a Beleever ? is ir NOT agreat matter ? By Faxh, Rabab the 
Harlot beleeved. Certainly, where theres Faith intruth, ic wil 
make a mando goons chings, there wil be ſomching that w great, 
cound-in his Lite and Converlation : Thus i was wich chelemen,. 
| Gideon and Barak. Ic-wil be ſaid chac cheic Faith was a Faith of 

my and chey wrought Miracles by ic ; Indeed fome did, al 


MO 


did not ; for by Faith they wroxzebt Righteouſneſs, the Texc 
faich, and char 15not a Miracle : this is one of rhe great things. 
O ! but their Faich was ftrong, and ours weak. bur Gideons 
Faich was weak, he was fain to have (WOT cheee ſigns ro under- 
phis Faich: and Baraks Faith was weak, he would not go' 
torth againſt che Enemy without the Woman Deborah. O! but 
- theſe men were bulzed about great Works, and great Imploymenc. 
Miftake nor. you may do great chings by Faith, in imal Imploy- 
ment : Ic was no great maceer of unployment for the pour. Woman : 
rogiverwo Mices, it Was 2 great matter the did, Why ? becaulc 
ſhe did it by Faith. And to che Woman of Sarepta, when the 
Propher ſaid, give me 4 Cake firſt ; it was no great matter chat her 
Faich was imployed about, a Cake, anda liccle chat ſhe did 3 bura 
great martcer an giving him ficſt : Sothat 11{ay, Faith may dogreat 
things, although it be not wployed about great matters. O4!' but 
I do great things, and. cherefore I hope I have chis true {aving 
{Faith; Idogreat things :- chat 18 wel. Burl pray, only conſider 
this, Thoſe things are great, which are great in their own preſenc 
Generacion z chat winch was a great maceer heretofore, . may be. a 
{mal matter now 3 and that which was a {mal marcer herecofore,, 
raay be a great matter now.- In the times of the Bilhops, x was. 
a {mal marcer chen ro keep the Dodtrine of Religion, and a great: 
matter eo Oppote che Ceremonies: Now ir 1s a ima] matter to op” 
ofe the Ceremonies, anda great matter tO keep the Truth, and- 
the DoGrine of Religion. I iay, that which was a great mater. 
before, may be a ſmal matter now 3; and that which was buta {mal 
qpateer herecofore, may-be a great Matcter HOW. Bur it your Faith | 
bevrue, you wil do great chings, there wil be. ſome. great ching or. 
| orher tound in your Life, and tuch as are great indeed. . 
Applic. 2+. | Ifrins Dodtine be crue ,. In cale Chrittians, chat youhaveany 
© work rodo, cal in for Faich, cal in for-Faith.. In caſe ye 
| have a grear ourward imployment, - you wilſendco the moſt skal- 
| &al man in char Baculcy : | Ifir be ro build a Houle, or go ro Law, 
wilcal mforche —— _ laving Faith 13a 
great Agent; @ great W OLKEr 5. if you have any great 
rodeo do, alin Baxb, Jookeo your Baich.. Ic i ladet Me, 
| ynaas, 
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[Tyndat in the Srory of his Life, there being a Conjurer 1n the; 
Low Countries, where he lived, chat would undertake to fetch a; 
|Diſh of Meat off any Princes Table, and make a great Dinner far 
| his Friends ; and ic being iporeed he had often dope it,chey being 
mer rogerher to behold chis Skil, Mr. Tyndal would go in among 
them, and he ſers himſelf ro beleeve chac this Fellow ſhould noc be | 
\ableco do it; and when al his Company wes mer together, he 
\could not do ir; ſaith he, There firs the man that hinders me. 
'O ! Faith can do more chan al che Conjurers in the World. Have 
[you any great matrer rodo, Chriftians ? Cal um tor Faith: And 
gertainly, there are yer great things to do; Antichriſt co fal, the 
Jews co be called, great things to be done for chis Land; God 
hath done great things, yer greater things are ro be done; God 
hath done great things for your, and my Family, there are, yer, 
| greater thugs to be done 3 God hach done great things for your | 
Soul, chereare yer greaterthings to be dotie. When any great | 
thing 150 be done, Chriſtians, Cheiſtiaus, Calin tor Faith, tec 
Faith a work now, 


You wilſay, What ſhall re do, and how ſhall we ſo improve 
our Faith, as we may do great things thereby £ 


Fi:ſt ofal : Study much the greatneſs of God; for the more 
you fiudy the greatnels of God, the inore wil your. mind be gran- 
deur'd, gceatened, and-your Faith ſtrengthened. Children do 
Tirtle chuwgs , becaute their minds are not upon preat things : 
| Kings and Princes are the preat men of the Earth, they do great 
things, for cheic minds are greac z they have great minds, Why ? 
Recaule cheir minds are exerciied about great things. Saith Sg- 
lomon, I wil buiida Houle, a great Houte, Why ? For it 6 to 
rhe grear God. Would you do great things ? ſtudy much the 
Greatnelsof God. Thus wil your wird be great, and your Faith 
ſtrengthened to do great things. 

Secondly : It you would io improve your Faith, as you may 
do grear things thereby, keep clole to che Ordinances cf God : 
Faith lives upon God in che Ordinances. Thole chat caſt off che 
Ocdinances, do nor live by Faith ; What then? By Experiences, 
by Revelarions, Impreſſions, and Viſions, I had almoſt faid by 
Fancies, they do noc live by Faith; Faich lives upon God in the 
ule of Oitdinances, and i gachers firengch chereby. Look 1 pray 
[agath, .into 2, Cbron. 13, and you hal {ee how Abijab's Faich 
was tailed z, by Faich he overcame Ferobgem, and flew five hun- | 
{ dred thoutand of thera cogether.: bur L,pray how did he ſtreng+ 
then his Faith? Mark che words ; 4nd Jecoboam came ont a-- 


\gainft him, and Abyab Poad pon a Mpunzaing andjaid, Hear 
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\ ye me Jeroboam, and all Iſrael , verſe 4. Ought ye not to know, 
that the Lord God of Iſrael, gave the Kingdom of Iſrael to Da-! 
vid for ever? And verie 9g. Have ye not caſt out the Prieſts of 
the Lord, the Sor:r of Aaron, and the Levites, and have made 
you Prieſts after the manner of the Nations of other Lands ? 
$o that whoſoever cometh to conſecrate himſelf with a yong Bul- 
lock,, and ſeven Rams, theſame may be a Prieſt of them that are | 
noGods. Butas fer us ( ſee how he ſtrengthens his Faith ) the 
Lord js our God, and wc have not forſaken him \ and the Prieſt 
which Miniſter unto the Lord, are the Sons of Aaron, and the 
Levites wait upon their buſineſl, and they burn unto the Lord, e- 
very morning, and every evening, burnt Sacrifices, and (meet In- 
cenſe , the Shew-bread alſo ſet in order upon the pure Table, and 
the Candleſtickof God, with the CI to burn every e- 
wvening : for we keep the Charge of the Lord our God; but ye 
| bave forſaken bim, and behold, God bimſelf is with us for our 
| Captain, &c. He argues God had nor torſaken him , becauſe 
they had not forlaken the Orduiances. Would you theretore, ſo 


- | improve your Faith, as you may do great things thereby ? keep 


 clole to Ordinances. | 
Thudly : If you would foimprove your Faith, as you may do ' 
great things thereby, do not check your Faith, do nor rate off 
your heart from beleeving , do not chide off your heare from be- 
| leeving, ler your heart beleeve cothe ugmoſt. Our Lord and Sa- 
vior Chriſt, hath given us a very guod encomagement in this re- 
ſpe; for (laith he) Iſay wnto you, Whatſoever things ye de- | 
' ſwre when ye pray, beleeve that ye ſhall recerve them, ms ye ſhal 
have them : Do bur beleeve ic, ſaith our Savior Chriſt. 1 charge 
you ſaith he, do not doubr, do not chide off your Faich, do not 
check your Faich, do not rare off your heart from beleeving z 
thereare many do {o, they check their Faith by doubting, and 
rate off cheir Faich by Unbehef. 

Fourtchly : If you would fo improve your Faith, that you 
may dogreat things thereby, ule your Faith co do imal things, 
pur your Faith to wurk every day, ule your Faith to do {mal 
things. Itisa good Rule; Do noc commit any ſin, becaule it is 
ſmal; do not negle&t any Ducy, becaule -ic 1s noc great : and 
chough the thing be (mal, puc your Faith to work in ordinary mar- 
rers, put your Faith ro work. Somrimes you come to a preat 
matcer, and you pur on your Faith there ; but becauſe your Faith | 
15 not uſed co {mal chings, your Faith wil not come on here, _ T| 
remember a Speech of Mc. Greenbam concerning Suffering ; ſaich 
he, If you would ſuffer hard chings from Papifts, be concene to; 
ſuffer (mal chings from Proceſtancs 3 and if you would be able to 
ſuffer hacd chings from Enemies, you muft be concenc co lulfer! 
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 ſmal things from Friends ; faith he, you wil never be able co ſuf» 
'fer great things from Enemies, if youare not able co ſuffer ſma] 
'rhings from Friends. So ſay I inthe point of Doing; You wil 
never be able rodo great things by Faich, if your faich be nor uſed 
rodoſmal things. And therefore Chriſtians, 1n al things you do, 
| . DV , X . 

|the Life you live inthe fleſh, pur your faich co work in your par- 
ticular Callings, in {mal chings 3 and when your faith is uſed codo 
mal things, you wil be able co do great things ; but you wil never 
'beable ro improve your faith co do great things, it you uſe not 


your faith ro do ſmal things. 

| Fittly, and Laſtly : Study mug and look much upon the Cal 
you have toany Work, and do not Ttand poring upon your own 
ability, or upon the difficulty of the work: Thus theſe Worthies, 
| when the Lord called chem, the work was great aud difficult, and 
they were weak ; but chey looked upon Gods Ca), and they did 
'not ſtand poring upon chew own Abilities ; but as Abrabam con- 
| fidered not his own Body, 1o theſe, andtherefore they did prear 
things by faich, Poliibly a man 1s called coa Place in the Magi- 
| ſtracy, and he looks upon itas a great Work; Iam nor able (taich 
he) itis beyond me : Soa man 15 called to the Miniſtry, I have 


; no Parts, nor Gifts, the Work is beyond me. $0 for beleeving, 
| a mann is commanded to beleeve, bur I cannot beleeve, my hear is 
| dead, I cannot beleeve : whereas now, if men did bur luok upon 
the Cal of God, they would be able to do great things for God. 
| Eicher Chriſtian, thou are commanded to beleeve, or not: If 
thou art not commanded co beleeve, then Unbeliet snoſfin; and 
{if you are commanded to beleeve, then you are called co it; do 
not (tand poring upon the Ditficulty of your Work, bur look 
' upon the Cal of God and thus fhal your faith work, and do great 
chings. And thus I have done with the main Dottrine that grows 
| our of thele words. There are ſome particular Notes, that as lic- 
tle T wigs, do grow from this great Oak , which 1 ſhal draw out, 
'and fo conclude z and chat is our of the 32. Verle. 


Firſt : Inthat the Apoſtle faith , IWhat ſhould I ſay more? 
i for the time would fail me, ©&'c. Lhe number of Belcevers in the 
| crimes of the old Teſtamentc,it ſeems was not tmal: The time rvould 
'failme (laith he) corclof the Leleevers of the old Taftanient : 
tew ſhal be {aved indeed comparatively ; bur through Grace, ma- 
ny there are that do beleeve. It there were many inthe old Teſta- 
meur times, certainly then chere are many now, in the new Teſta- 
ment times, that do beleeve. 

Secondly : In chat the Apoſtle doth here inſtance in Gideon, 
and Parak, and Sampſon,and Feptha: Gideon and Barak, he 
ufhances in them, thus azuch you may note 3 God w1ll own that 

Faith 
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\Paith that i but wet at firſt. Gideorr faith was weak ac che: 


corded for a Beleever. Poſſibly a Baſtard ”m———— a Beleever, 


firſt, Barats faith was weak ar the tirft; it 1s mere like co tive, 
this faith that is weak at che fft, than char which is born with 
Teeth; faichthar is weakacthe ficſt, God wit own. Ir is crue, 
nor only for Faith char is weak ar firft, bur at weak Faichz God 
wit own the weak faich, and commend the ftrong fairh 3 he will 
bear wicththe weak faith, and commend che ftrong faich. See ic 
im the caſe of Thonrar; Thomas, fairh tie, Reach hither thy hand, 
and thruft thy finger into my fide : Lord, (aith he, I beleeve, my 
Lord, and my God : wel faith Chrift, Thomas thou Hbeleeveft : 
here he owns his faich 4 weak, but commends the ſtrong 
faich ; "Bleſſed is be that bath not ſeen, and yet hath beleeved. 

Chriſt wil own che weak faith, and commend che ſtrong faich ] 
buc Fay, he wil ownehe faich chac is weak ar che firft. May be 
here ace foinechat are Beleevers, char begin co look after Chrift, 
ſome yong Chriftians thac begin ro look after God, and curn from 
their evil waies, and begin weakly at che ficft; remember this, 
God wil own chatfaich as weak as ic 1s. 

Bur God ſer here,Gideon before Bara": and Sampſon before Fep- 
tha. The Second Note from thence 15, Though che Lord wil own 
the weak faich,weak at the ficſt ; yer God doth moſt highly eſteem i 
of chem char do moſt excel in faith 3 Gideon is before Barak, 
Sampſon before Fepthz : tholeare iu moſt account with God,thar 
domoſt excel in taich. Bur chen, 

Thirdly : In thac the Apoſtle doch here inſtance in Sampſon | 
for a Beleever, Ic is poſlible char a great ſinner may become a true 
Beleever z yea, poſſibly a man may have rue faith, yer he may fal| 
foully, fo Sampſon : bur if hedo fal foully, and be a Beleever, he 
is hke to pay dearly for ic, ſo Sampſon, both his Eyes went for 
it: bucchough a mando pay dearly for ic, yet God wil return 
as, nd own his faich, and record his faith : fo Sampſons 

farrh 1s. 
| Fourthly : In that the Apoſtle doth here make mention of 
Feptha: Feptha, who was a Baſtard, under a reproach, yer re- 


one that lies under great —_ in regard of Parencage, may be- 
come a true Beleever. Behold what that as, that wil row! awa 
reproach from a Family, it is faith, crue ſaving faith : behold, 
here was a reproach upon Feptba and his y 8s a Baſtard; 
now he beleeves, and faich rowls away the reproach from his per- 
ſon, and from his family, and he is recorded tor a Beleever. Let 
none be diſcouraged in regard of any reproachful Condition that 
they are in; crue faith wil cowl away the zeproach, and by faith 
youniaybecame of good report. 

Fiftly : 


| 
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| The Great things Faith can do. 


| Fiftly : Inthar the Apoſtle doth ſpeak of David : Of David 
alſo, and Samuel, and ofa 
were extraordinary men. Whenthen, God hath any extraordi- 
nary work to do, he wil raiſe up excraordinary men to doit; and 
when God doth raile up a man extraordinarily, he wil give extra- 
ordinary Gifts, Bur that I would have you confider thence, is 
chisz Thar we may make ule of extraordinary Examples,to ſtreng- 
then our ordinary faich : here are extraordinary caſes,and brought 
in by the Apoſtle co this end and purpoſe co ſtrengthen our faith, 
Be nor diſcouraged then, when you gointo Scripture, and read of 
extraordinary Examples ; Satantels you, I, bur this isan extra- 
ordinary Example,and it reacherh nocme : do nor {ay ſo,God wil 
make ule of extraordinary examples, to ſtrengthen ordmary faith. 
Buccoendal : you lee what high eſteem God hath of- faich, 
theſe men did great Matters, Gideon, and Barak, and Sampſon, 
and Feptha, and Dawid ; yer their great Actions are brought in 
here upon the account of their fauh, Frdes nobilitat omnes ; ic 
is faith that railech a man : great ehings they did, buc thoſe things 
are upon record only as they were wrought by faith, and their 
faith was weak, and labored under many Infirmitiess Look inco 
chis 11, of che Hebrerv., here isno mention made of Sampſons In* 
ficmities, here is no mencion made of Rababs Infirmities z here js 
mention of their faich, buc their Infirmities paſt by, and not once 
mentioned ; their faith is mentioned, and al che greac chings thac 
chey did, mentioned only upon the account of faich. Whar a great 
efreem hath God of fauch! What a mighty encouragement then 
thould this be to al chat hear the Word of the Lord chis day, to 
get faith, ro ftrengchen your faich, O! you char have no faith 
atal (and ſome {uch chere may be here ) you that have no faich 
at al, get faich, get faich z and you chat have crue ſaving faith, im- 
prove 1c todo great things by it 3 and the Truth 1s, 1t you have 
crue ſaving faich, you wil do it, and chere wil be ſome great things 
found in your Converſation : for you remember the DoGdrine, 
True ſaving faith wil do very great things. And thus 1 have done 
with che firft Rank of Beleevers ; Their Doing 1s ficft mentioned, 
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Hebrews, 11. 35. | | 


And others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, ' 


others had tryal of cruel mockings, and ſcourgings : 
lea, moreover of bonds, and impriſonment. They 
Were ſtoned, they were ſawn aſunder, were temps 


ted, were ſlain with the Sword ; they wandred a- 
bout in Sheep skins, and Goat skins, being affli- 
Fed, deſtitute, tormented ; 4 whom the world was 
not worthy, they wandred in Deſerts, and in 
Mountains, aid in Dens, and Caves of the Earth. 


| SEE $5 F His Eleventh Chapcer ofche Hebrews, being a 


a Chronicle of che old Teftament-Beleevers ; 


| FI 2+++ 0 we find here the report of a doing, and a ſuffe- 


a. ** 4 þ LE Sor . . . . * 4 

$57 © &4 £8 Fauh, The Doug Faich 1s deſcribed 
| S 5, andcommendged by lever) ſtances at large in 

{FF 3++++ 5 


the farmer part of the Chapter 3 and more 
22 S922 compendiaully , and priefly, at verſe 32, 


þ 


| What ſhall I ſay more ? for the time would 
fail me30 tell of Gideon, andof Baruch, and of Samplon, ang of 
Jeptha , of David alſo, and Samue), and of the Prophets : who 


thraugh gith, ſubdued Hingdems, prog Righteouſneſ, ob- 


ons, quenched the 


| iained Promsfes ,. fiopped the - 0, 
2 


Violence 


Preached 
at Olives 
in 9ilver- | 


that they miyht obtain a better ReſurreRion ; And ſtreet. 


Decemb.27. 
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|of the Macchabees ; they did nor live after Chrift, for it 1s ſaid ar 


| 


molence of Fire, eſcaped the edg of the Sword ;, out of weakneſs 


were made ſtrong, waxed walant in fight, turned to flight the 
Armies of the Aliens, women received their dead raiſed to life 


ain. . 
Th the Words that I have choſen to ſpeak unroat this eime, you 
haye another ſort and Rank of Beleevers, famous in cheir Genera- 
tion for their Suffering Faich. 1 have ſpoken unto the former in 
a Neighboring Congregation, having ſhewed, that this Faith wil 
do great things. Now in theſe words, we have a Suffering Faith 
for by faith they ſhould be carried through theſe Sufferings ; thus 
are the words to be underſtood. Others by faich were tortured ; 
and others by faith had crial of cruel mockings, and ſcourgings ; 
and others by faith were ſtoned, ſawn alunder, &c. Ir teems then, 
chac cheſethe Apoſtle here (peaks of, were ſuch as lived in the time 


verſe 39. They received not the Promiſe , Chriſt was not come 
when they lived. And they did nor five inthe times of the Pro- 
phers, or before ;, for the Apoftle had brought down his Chronicle 
unto the daies of the Prophets, as ye read in verſe 32. So 
that theſe muſt needs live 1n the times of the Macchabees. Ir ſeerns 
chen that Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtories, may at ſome crimes be made ule 
of, inthe preachirg of faith. 

Now the thinigs chat theſe Beleevers ſuffered, were great, hard, 
and very many. Here are nine ſorcs of Sufferings ter down in the 
Text. 1. Ir isfaid that they were racked, or cortured : ſome 
read it, beaten with Clubs, but it comes al] ro a reckoning z for | 
when they were racked, they were beaten wich Clubs : And the A- 
poſtle ſaith, that they accepted not deliverance, that tbey might be 
partakers of a better reſurre#ion ;” upon which words, fome do 
think char there are degrees of Glory, and that the Suffering Saints 
ſhould have a bercer degree of Glory at the ReſurreQion z but che 
word better, is ſpoken in compariſon with that deliverance that 
was offered co them. In Scripture Phraſe, Aflictions are Deaths, 
and when a man 1s delivered from an Aﬀiction, he hatch a Reſur- 
retion : When a man hath been ſick, and at the Grave, and rai- 
{ed co health again, he hath a Reſurrection, in Scripture Lan- 
guage: Now this Reſurrection, or deliverance, is refuted, hopi 
for a berrer ReſurreCtion, having an eye to the great, and laſt, and 
bercer RefurreQion. That is che firft, They were cortured, or | 
racked. And 2. They hadcruel mockings ; there is a mocking, | 
and chere is a cruel mocking, when a man thal in{ulc over another, 
and laugh ar him 1n his miſery, this isa cruel mocking; as the 
Jews derided our Savior on the Croſs ; this is a preat vation 
of AfiCtion, this they endured : - that is a ſecond; They d trial 

an 
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| (of erueleneciingy. And 3. They were fcourged, 
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| anddown like Rogues, .as if che World was roo good for.chem, | * 
they not worthy to live. And 4+ They werein bonds, and Im- 
| prilonment. 5. They were ftoned, 6, They were ſawn a- 
tunder. And 7, They were tempted; ſome read ic burned, by 
the change of a Lecret ar cwo, they read clo, and. were barned : 
bur ic ſeems their Aﬀictions were filled. wich. Temprations, and 
Temptation is a great.aggravation of Affliction : . 10, they. were 
cempred. And 8. They were flain with the Sword. And 9. 
They wandered up and down in Sheep Skins, and Goar Skins, be- 
ing deſtituce, aMlicted, cormenced, in Mountains, and Caves, and 
Dens of the Earth, driven from-theu own Habicacion ; and theſe 
areſuch, of whom it is ſaid here, the world was nor worthy :, And 
theſe hard chings they endured by faich, ſauh.che Apoſtle, So 
that here now you ſee what hard chings faith wil ſuffer, rue 1a- 
ving faich ( far of that the Apoſtle tpeaks here ) is a ſuffering 
Grace, a bearing Grace, iT wil carry us hroves al Aflitions, al- 

ough they be never 1o great ;1 and to che Dodtrine fromalthe | 


W xs this; VP? 


True ſaving Faith can, and will ſuffer very bard | DoR. | 
things. | 
K is that Grace that wil carry uschrough al afflictions, and ſuf- 
ferings, though they be never lo great : True ſaving Faith 
can, and will ſuffer very bard things. 


This Doctrine lies upon the ſurface of the words, and al the 
words together {peak it 3 bur for che furcher opening, and cleering 
of it. Firſt I ſhal labor co ſhew you that ic 15 poſlible chat a true 
Beleever, one very precious 1n the Eyes of God, may meet with: 
moſt unworthy things from the hands of men. Secondly : That 
faich wil carry through thele. And Thirdly ; How, and by whac 
means faich wil carry a man through theſe, 

Furſt : I1c1s pofitble chat a crue Beleever, one very precious in 1 
the eyes of God, may meer with moſt unworthy ulage from the; ; 
hands of men ; chele were hard things, and unworthy that thele' 
Belcevers {uffercd ; yet they were ſuch of whom the world was: 
not worthy, Y ou know there isan old enmity berween che Seed 
_Tof the Woman, and the Seed of the Serpent ; a malignant di(- 
. | poſition.ia the men of the world againſt the Saints, and People of 
| IGod, they muſt wark as they are 3. the wicked, and men of the; 
{ world, are an unworthy people. Bur becauſe you judg your 

{elves unworthy ((ſauh the, Text) Love turn to the Gentiles,be- 
| | cauſe ye judg your ſeivgs unportby. . Go {jauhour Savior unto 
(his Diſaples ) "End preach, audaf any be warthy ſtay z, theipen of 

| . k - % c? che 
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22 The Great ehings Fuich can ſuffer. 
oy” the wordd are unworthy, an nnworchy people: Yea, chey are an 
-uhreafanablepeople; abſutd men, impertnenc men ahat have noc 
'Fairh. ey are compared in Scriptureunto bealts for their un- 
| | ceaſotrablenets; Beware of Dogs, tatch che Apoſtle, . When our 
| Loidand Savior Chriſt, drd fend gut his Difaples ro preach the 
Goſpel, Beware f mejt Faith-he'y I do nor lay, take heed, and 
| [beware of Lyoiis, antl Bears, buc beware ofmen, you hal find 
{ſuch unredforable dealing by men, therefore beware of men. 
Now ifche men of the world, bean unworchy People, and uncea- 
'fonable, wil ye wonder chat che Saints, and People of God, meer 
\formtimes with unworchy uſage from chem ? Ic is poflible. To 
{tile ic 2 lirrle higher 3 poflibly, che' more precrous a man is, che 
more nnworchy uſage he may; meer-withal. The Apoſtle Paul 
was a moſt precious man in his day, and Generation, and yer what 
unworthy uſage had he ? lc is ſaid in x Cor. 4.11. Unto ths = 
ſent boxr, we both brenger and thirſt; and are naked, and are buf- 
\Feted, awd bave no certtin- dwelling place, and labor workeng 
with our own hands ;, being reviled, woe bleſs ; betng perſecured, 
we ſuffer it ,, being defamed, we intreat : we are made as tbe filth 
of the worid;and the »ff-ſcomring of all things unto this day : We | 
'arethe filch, we ace made che filth of the world, and che off-ſcou- 
ring of al chings ungo this day. Somechinkthar the Apoſtle here, 
| dorh relare'unto'thar of one man dying for the People, the puile of 
l alche People being upon him. Ochets, chat it isa ſimilitude ta- 
ken ſrom a kind of Tumbrit,and Vellel chat goes up and down the 
' City, that ye throw althe filch inco. Bur I rather rake the two 
| Greek words, meug):yusle, and menus, to relate unto that in 
') Lament. 3. verſe 45. Thou haſt madeus as the off-ſcouring, and 
refuſe in the midjt of the People. In the Hebrew, Thou h 
| made us the off-ſcourmg, and the filth, and reffuſe in the midſt of 
the People : Thus Paid was made, and yer Par a precious 
'man ; he labored more abundanrly than they al. SorhaclT ſay, ir 
is poſlible thac che more precious a man is, the more unworthy u- 
' ape he may meec wichal from men 
| ea, coraiſe ita hrele higher : Ir ts poſſible that a man may 
' meer with moſt unworthy dealings therefore , becauſe he 1s 
\reeciouzincheeyesoſ God ; not only in regard of men; bur in 
regard of God : For God doth ſomrimes fo order things in his 
Providence, chat he doth __ co ſuffer hard things,” becauſe 
| they are precious tn his Eyes. Unto you it is given, not only to 
"beleeve, but toſuffer. Suffering formrimes is a Gift, it is a greac 
\ Gift : A fuffermg Grfr, {aich oftom, is a greater Gift, than 
' rhe Gift of Miractes 3 for faich he, if God 'do. grrve me'a Gift co 
(work Mirachiby, Lam Gods febey but 8 Od Jopioncpra tub 
1 fering Gif; be w pletied thereby to becomenty 3 ſry 
| omrunes 
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ſomcimes becomes asa reward for Doitig: Ye readefthe Heifers 
chac brought Homme the Ark our of the Philiftims Country, + 

when chey broughe the Ark hone, the Ifraelices they rake the 
Heifers, aud rhey offer up the Heifets unto God for a Sacrifice ; 
why fo, ſaith one? it $an'il tequittal co che Heifers : 'Nov, the 
Heifers could nor have a ghee Hor put upon them; this their 
Suffering, is a Reward for Doing. And fo, what greater 
Honor can a man have after al his Doing for God, chan ro becalled 
forth to Suffer, and cu bear witneſs ro the Truth ? Indeed 'wedo 


me, becauſe he puts tuch hard fuffeting work upon me. Bae 1 
ray cel me, Suppole that a Genetal ſhould have Tome greac! 
"Work or Service todo, and he ſhouldſingle, and pick fome halfa 


ſurely the General doth not prize us, he doth not honor as, nor 
love us, becaule he purs us upen this hard Setvice : No, but they 
wil ſay the conttacy ;* ſurely rhe General ptizeth us, loves us, and! 
honors us, becauſe he puts us upon-ſach a hard Service as rhis is. 
Sohere, ic doch tather argue thac the Lord doth-hunor, love, and: 
prize you, in that he purs-you upon a hard work, and Service. 'Buc: 
now, if theſe things be true , then ſurely this firſt Branch is futkci- 
(ently made out, Fhar artan may be very ptecibus in- che Eyes of 
God, and yet theer wich inoft unworthy wiape from the hands of 
ſmen, That is che firft thing. 


Secondly. You wit fay, How ſhall 4 man be «ble to-g0 
through theſe bard things, and Sufferings ? what will carry bum 
through them 2 © | We,” 5 


True favingFaith. wil do it, and-nothitng bit this Faith wil do 
it; 1 bad verily. faintedin mine aff:#i0n (4aith David ) but 
that Thelzeved, lt is Faith, and Faith atone, that wil keep: from 
(Exixing under ſuffering, *and'to mike chivout a lictiemico. you. 1 ! 
| Eel : The more Keane of Gods Love any man bath, che 
ore. able he wil be toencbunter with Sufferings, und with afflt- 
ions., the fight '6f Gcds Love, 'doth raule Love "us ro 
God, Amor amor# cauſa, Livew rhe cauſe of Love, and much 
Wacer.cannot quench Love,. it endures al. Now the Atlurance 
Fa Love grows upon Fatt, it is the Flower of Faith; 
q 


ith' 3s the Stalk, Afﬀiitinee is the Flowers Affurunce 1 the 
ain of Faith, 1& tis draw feer withitel allurence of Ban. . 
Secotlly : The more chr ny taller is aVle Toguther up, und to 
mannage his 1ences, og none able he — iuffer,. ro 
r Wit "ps; Experience 4Fequaaicrbiolg- in But! 
.. Vo irEvith, wnddndy Eaich, ahac «chat gathtr 
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hot chink shus, bur you wil fay, O! firely God dorh not lbve]. 


dozen Soldiers for rogo upon this work ; would theſe Soldiers ſay, | 


up, - : 


Is 
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| up, and mnannage Experictices. The Lord (ſaich he) that delivered . 
\me from the Lyon, and che Bear : i was Faith, char did gather up 
this Experience, and did manuage it. . Soin ÞPſal. 56. When cry 
unto tbee {( at verſe g.). then ſhall mine Enemies tern back: how 
do yoy know this? faith he, tþ#s [know , bow? for God is fbr 
me 4this I know, for God is tos me : 1 have.chis experience of God, 
thac he is with me, and for me; and cherefore I know it. But . 
Zo Thirdly : The more that any man is able co apply the Promiſe, 
che more able he wil be toſuffer, co incouuter with Sufferings ; 
che Promile isa great Sucker in a rainy day. Now.chere is no- | 
thing but Faich that can apply the Promile, the Promiſe is. the 
Plaifter chat none buc che wacm hand of Faith can lay on upon che 
Sore;' ifir be laid on by any other hands, it wil noc ſtick, I have 
heard of a poor, doubting Soul, drawwg neer co her Death, and 
the Miniſter prefling ones Promiſe after another; O Sir ( faich 
ſhe); theſe are gracious Promiles z, bur chey wil not ſtick upon 
my heart, And what is the Reaſon that the Promute indeed doth | 
notftick upon many hearts, bur becauſe ic 1s laid on by che chil, | 
and cold hand of Unbelief? Remember Fairch hath a warm hand, | 
and only Faith hatch a warm hand co lay on the Promiſe. Bur] + 
F then again. } | p k 
4 \, Fourchly: The more that any man doth. ſee his Call cleecly, 
his Calto Suffer, the moreable he wil be co encounter with his 
Sufferings. Now it is Faith only that doch Trade with the Call 
of God ; Gods Call is a great Wal, a ftrong Wal ; Gods Call can 
make a Wal of Water. When che Childrei of Lirael wenc chrough | | 
che red Sea, the Water ftood like a Wal oneach fide; ic was Gods 
Cal chat made thoſe Wals : there is nothing but Fath char doch | 
converſe with the Callof God, and makes out the Cal of God. 
Three things: cal us roſuffer :. x. The Commandemenc of Chrift, 
| If thou wilt be my Diſciple, thou muſt deny thy ſelf, and take up 
thy Croſs: 2. ; The Example of Chriſt, for checeunto ace we cal- 
led, iy 1-Pet. 2, 5. Chcitt. hath lefc us an example of Suffering. 
And 3. Suffering frengch with ſuffering pony Now 
chere s nothing bur Faith is able codilcern thele things ; and ther- 
fore Peith, and Faith alone, is chac Grace under Chrift, which can 
carry us chrough our afflition, and Suffering, akhough chey 
never {o great. 


Objet. | Butyou wilſay, We bave beard, and read of many that have 
ſuffered bard things, and yet had none of this F aith, no trie ſa- 
wing Faith; and yet bave ſuffered great, and bard things. 


h True, have heard, i of ſome Jeſuices, dying 
ca | ceRigen; Lepdeda videos eye Þ 
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and that v the accoune of his Religion roo : bur as Arftin 
Cn Caron in the likeneſs of Suffes | 
= 5 


' As ſaith he, Gold is inthe ſame Fire with the Wood, and 
wittr the, Scraw ; with che ſame Fire, che Straw iis conſumed, andl 
che Gold is refined : Things ſuffered may be alike, and yer a great 
$unlikeneſs in the ſuffering. And cocleer up thistoyou, that you 

may ſee that Faith alone able co do this. | LY 

Firſt: Though a wicked man may ſuffer very great, and hard] _ tr, 
things, yer he may alſo ſuffer as an evil Doer :' If ye ſuffer for | 
emit doing ( faich che Apoſtle) what thanks bave ye 8 Bur: 
Faith, rrue ſaving Faith, ir doth wel, and {uffers ill. . And 

-Secondly : Thongh a wicked man may futfer much, and very 
hard chings, yer he doch nor ſuffer _ choyce, he would chute 
rather, if it wereat his choyce, to make a breach ypon Conſcience, | | 
than a breach in his Eftate, for to loſe his Conſcience, than co loſe] 
his Life; he doch nor luffer upon choyce, Faich doch. By Faich 
Moſes chole racher roſuffer AMiQtion with the People of God. 
Teae laving Faith, ic ſuffers great, and hard chings, and that upon 
choyce. And ' IR 

Thirdly : Though a wicked man may ſuffer much, yet hedorh Jo 
not laythe ſtreſs of al upon rhe word ot Faith, the ſtreſs of al is 
Jaid upon ſomwhar elie. - Faich loves co (uffer, and it laies che 
ſtreſs of al a mans Sufferings; upon the word of Faith. 

Fourchly : Though a wicked man may ſuffer much, and chat 4: hy 
upon an account of Religion ; yer it may be he is tullen, or fro- : | 
ward, or diiconteuted, not cheertul : bur Faich ſiffers cheerful- 
ly. Paul, and Silas, tung inthe Stocks, and the PrimiviveChri- | 
Kians cook with joytuinets, the ſpoiling of their Goods. | And {0 | 
* | che Martyrs in Queen ®Maries dares. Ir is reported chat when | 

Mr. Ph1lpot was in the Dungeon, the Biſhop (enc cohim roknow | 
why he was {o merry ? Seeing a pair ot Scocks in che Dungeon, | 

( ſaich he) there's a pair ot Organs thac I have nor played on yer, 
; making himſelf cheertul in chetime he was m the Dungeon : + And! . 
meeting with a Miniſter that had recanced , and informing him 
better, the Minifter made a Recancation of his Recatcarion, 'and 
was as cheerful as any others. Faith (uffers cheerfully. © -»* 

Fifcly : Though a wicked mahmay tuffer much, and that up- | 
on the account of his Rehgion 5 yet he wil reſt uponhis Sufferings. | * + q 
 Faich wilmake one {uffer, and keep one from reſting upon'ohes 
' Suffering, As in regard of Duty, Faith wil gf 6s many 

Dury, and it wil keep one from reſting upor} that Perfocmance : 
80 in regard of Sufferings, Faith wil'make'orie tiuffer, and it- wil 
-keep one from reſting upon ones Suffering: In cafe chat a nan hath 


-— 


— -- 


| oP ich, /Faich-wil put him otieotuffer, as if he'had done ho- F 
| things i0ca{eaman bath fufferediniueb, FAch wil-pur him | 
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m_—. 


"Oi 


| 


upon doing, as rf he had ſuffered noching : according co thar of our 


Savior; He that will be my Diſciple, let bim deny bimfelf, and 
take up bis Croſs, and follow me ; . follow me, when? afrer a {uf- 
fering 3. not to fir down, and reſt there, but co. follow me atter a | 


þ Sixtly : Though a wicked man may ſuffer much, and chat up- 
on the account of his Religion, and be very confident; yer he wil 
weinat laſt. T have read of-a great Atheitt char was burnt to 
h in Paris, tor blaipheming of Jetus Chriſt.3..and as he was 


going to the Scake, ſaith heco che Fryars and Priefts chat follow- 
led him; Behold ! how boldly 1goroche Fire : as for your Lord 


and- Maſter Chrift, he wenc crembling co his. death, and {wear 


___ blood ;,bur I, in the ſtrengch of Reaton, under which I ta» 
crifice my Life, go with boldnels unco thele flames: Bur when he 


{aith, chat chen he ccied our, and roared our like a Bull; widz ego 
bominem, faith the Auchor , I ſaw che man, I taw hum when he 
was at theStake : In the cine of his Liberty, he was lnole;, in the 
cime of his Imprilonmenc, he was fullen 3 and when he was ar the 
Stake, he was mad, with horcor of Conſcience, mad. O! but 
crue ſaving Faith wil nor flinch, and give iu at laſt. The chree 
Children, did nor only come co the Fuce, buc rid out che ſtorm. 
Bur 1fay no more in this, only thus, , 

| Sevenchly : Though a wicked man may ſuffer much, and that 
upon the accotint of his Religion 3 yet he doth not bring forth the 
quiet fruit of Righteoulneſs : bur rrue {aving Faith doth, ic tuf- 
ters, and brings torch che quiet fruic of Righceoulnels. So that 
now you lee by al this, that it 1s Faich alone; ic is true laving 
Faith, and Fauth alone, that wil carry a man chrough Suffterings. 
1Bur chen, 


Thirdly. You wil ſay, How, and by what means,can Faith 
dothis * Whas i there in Faith to doit, to carry a man through 
bard things, end througb all Suffering, altbough tbey be never ſo 
great ? | 


Firſt : Iris the work of Faith, tomake a man reſign, and give 
up his wil, cothe wilof God ; and when a man can'do fo, what 
may he not _ ? ; ; ] 

monly : Ir isthe work of Faith, the proper work of Faith 
tocleave cloſe unto the Commandement o God. True, Satan, I 
am an unworthy Creature 3 but God hath commanded me to be- 


teeve : —__ Coo ed eh cumapnfed ae 
co beleeve. al th perempcorily unto Command 
Net adi leered God anſwer unto the ObjeQtions, and 


— 
Smet 


Suffering. . Again : p 


camit there, and his Tongue was cut out for Blaiphemy, the S:ory | 


| 


cence 
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- | Fouwthly: Icischeproper Work of Faith, co louk upon the | 


{more cheerful. Ye bring a Child co Schowul, and he {ces che School 


veniences that follow upon his Obedience ro the Commande- 
ment, ir leaves that to By Faith Abrabam, when-he was 
called co go our, 'obeyed, nor knowing whether he ſhould go. 
INow when a man can do this, what may he nor ſuffer ?  _ 

Thirdly : lc is che proper Work of Faith to cloſe with the 
Goſpel, whereby che Soul doth receive the tulneſs of the Spirir, 
che Promiſe of the Father. Now when a mans heart is filled wich 
the Spiric of God, what may he nor ſuffer ? Pray do bur conſider 
the Apoftles, after char the Spiric came upon them, you know 
they would ſuffer any cbing, t =p it were never {o great: be» 
fore the Spizic carue upon chem, though they had che Perſonal 
| preſence ot Chriſt, they could not luffer any thing, chough it was 
never ſo {mgl. Now Faith dothcloſe with the Promite of the 
Golpel, whereby the Soul doch recerve the Spiric of God, the 
Promileaf the Father. 


— 


recompence of Reward. By Faich Moſer had an Eye to the re- 
compence ot Reward, and to chole Affliction wich the People of 
God. Sairh our Savior to his Diſciples, Let not your bearts be 
troubled; How io Lord? Saich he, [ go to repre a place for 
you : Inmy'Fathbers Houſe, there are many Manſions, Fauh 
ſhews one the Glory, and the Joyes of Heaven ;. and whea a man 
(ees choſe things, what may henor ſuffer ? 

Fiftly : The more that a man can leethe band of God as a Fa- 
ther upon the Rod, the more able he wil be co luffer, and che 


hupg with Rods, inevery cocner a Rod, atd the Child is afraid; 
bur rt his Fachers Houſe be ter wich Rods, che Child i nor afraid 
in his Farhers Houle. Now Faith, true ſav ng Faith, wil ſhew 
one the hand ofa Facher upon the Rod. [be Lord giveth, and 

Lord tauteth away, \aich Faith : | was diemb, and opened not 
my mouth, for thou Lord baſt doneit, 1aich Faith, 

Sixcly : The more a man can tee co the end ot his Affliction, ahd 
| Suffering, the more able he wil be @ go through it. Now 
Faith tels a man that there i8an«.d: No temprution (faith the 
word of Faith ). bath befallen you, bus rebar is common ; and 
wich che Tempration, there is ati our- let, there 15a door, a door 1n 
the Ark, although the dour may be under water, and che our-ler 
may be under water. Faith doth not only cela man tha there is 
| an end; but thar the end ſhal be good, and al thal work cogether 
| for hisgood 3 yea, it tels a man, that hisaffl;Rtion ſhall be bur for a 
moment, andchac moment ſhal be recom with abundance 
of Comfort, Pſal..39. ver. 5. For bis Anger enduretb but amo-- 
ment; in bis Favor is Life : , Weeping "oY endure for a night, 


but Foy cometb in the morning. Soalioin 5-0 
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upon doing, asf he had ſuffered —_ according ro thar of our 
Savior z He that will be my Diſciple, 


bim deny bimfelf, and 
take up bis Croſs, and follow me ; , follow me, when? afcer a {uf- 


Suffering, . Again | | 
_ S$ixtly: T a wicked man may ſuffer much, and chat up- 
HE : : 
on the account of his Religion, and be very confident; yer he wil 
weinat laſt, I have read of-a great 'Acheitt chart was burut to 
h in Paris, tor blaipheming of Jetus Chriſt. ,,and as he was 

ing to the Scake, faith he co che Fryacs and Priefts chat follow- 


| ed him 3 Behold ! how boldly 1 goroche Fire; as for your Lord 


and. Maſter Chrift, he wenc crembling co his. death, and {wear 
ae blood ;,bur I, in the ſtrength of Reaton, under which I ta» 
crifice my Life, go with boldnels unco thele flames: Bur when he 


{aith, that chen he cried our, and roared our like a Bull; vids ego 
bominem, faith the Auchor, I ſaw the man, I {aw hum when he 
was at theStake : Inthe cimie of his Libeety, he was lnole; in che 
cime of his Imprilonmenc, he was lullen ; and when he was ar the 
Stake, he was mad, with horcor of Conſcience, mad, O! bur 
crue ſaving Faith wil nor flinch, and give in at laſt. The three 
Children, did not only come co the Fe, bu: r1d out che ſtorm. 
Bur 1 iay no more in this, only thus, - 

| Sevenchly : Though a wicked man may ſuffer much, and char 


quiet fruit of Righceoulneſs : bur crue {aving Faich doth, ic tuf- 
ters, and brings torch che quiet fruic of Righceoulnels. So that 
now you lee by al this, that it 15 Faich alone; ic 1s true ſaving 
Faith, and Fauth alone, that wil carry a man through Suffterings. 


|But chen, 


Thirdly. You wil ſay, How, and by what means,can Faith 
dothis ? Whas is there in Faith to doit, to carry a man through 
bard things, end througb all Suffering, altbough ubey be never ſo 
great ? 


Firſt : Iris the work of Faith, tomake a man reſign, and give 
up his wil, cothe wil of God ; and when a man can'do fo, what 
may he not ſuffer ? . ' 

ty : Irische work of Faith, the proper work of Faith 
tocleave cloſe unco the Commandement o | ay True, Sacan, I 
am an unworthy Creature 3 but God hath commanded me to be- 


teeve: True, Iamagreat Sinner; but God hath commanded me 
| = ly Ri 


F "I 


ferng 3 not to fir down, and reſt there, bur co. follow me after a || 


cant there, and his Tongue was cut our for Blaiphemy, the S:ory | 


uponthe accofint of his Religion 3 yer he doth: not bring forth the . 


| 


— 
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veniences that follow upon his Obedience co the Commande- 
ment, it leaves that to | By Faith Abrabam, when-he was 
called co go our, 'obeyed, not knowing whether he ſhould go. 
{Now when a man can do this, what may henor ſuffer? . _ 

Thirdly : lc is che proper Work of Faith to cloſe with the 
Goſpel, whereby the Soul doth receive the tulnels of the Spirit, | 
the Promile of che Father. Now when a mans heart is filled wich 
the Spiric of God, what may he nor ſuffer ? Pray do but conſider 
the Apoftles, after thar the Spirit came upon them, you know 
they would ſuffer any cbing, t ough it were never {o great: be- 
fore the Spizar carue upon them, though they had the Perſonal 
T7 { preſence ot Chriſt, they could not (uffer any thing, though ic was 
| never ſo {mgl. Now Faith dothcloſe with the Promile of che 
Golpel, whereby che Soul doch recerve che Spiric of God, the 
Promiſe of the Father. 


/ cecompence of Reward. By Faich Moſer had an Eye to the re- 
| compence ot Reward, and tochole Affliction wich the People of 
1: God. Saith our Savior to his Diſciples, Let not your bearts be 
| troubled; How io Lord? Saich he, 1 go to prepare a place for 
L you : In my 'Fatbers Houſe, there are many Manſions, Fauh 
| ſhews one che Glory, and che Joyes of Heaven ;z. and whea a man 
[ (ees choſe things, what may henor ſuffer ? 

| Fiftly : The more that a man can leeche band of Godas a Fa- 
| ther upon the Rod, the more able he wil be to ſuffer, and che 
{more cheerful. Ye bring a Child co Schoul, and he (ces che School 
hupg with Rods, inevery corner a Rod, atd the Child is afraid: 
but 1t his Fathers Houle be ter wich Rods, che Child ws nor afraid 
in his Fachers Houle. Now Faith, true ſav ng Faith, wil ſhew 
one the hand ofa Facher upon the Rod. "ſhe Lord giveth, and 
Lord tauteth away, ach Faith : [was dionb, and opened not 

my mouth, for thou Lord baſt done 3t, 1aich Faith, | 
Sixcly : The more a man can tee tothe end ot his Affliction, ahd 
Suffering, the more able he wil be c@ go through ir. Now 
Faith tels a man thac chere is an «.d : No 1empration (faith the 
word of Faith ). hath befallen you, bus wbai is common ; and 
wich the Temprcation, there is ati our- ler, there 1s a door, a door in 
the Ark, alchough che dour may be under water, and che our-ler 
may be under water. Faith doth not only cela man thac there is 
| an end; bur thar the end ſhal be good, and al hal work cogether 
| for his good 3 yea, it tels a man, that his affl;ion ſhall be bur for a 
moment, andchac moment ſhal be recompenced with abundance 
of Comforr, Pſal.:39. ver. 5. For bis Anger enduretb but amo= 
ment; in bis Favor i Life : Weeping "Y endure for a night, 
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7*  }idevofthe Diſpentarion 3 rhere is adark (ide,/and there ig2 ighe 


4 
? 


» v4 


i 


| che Lord chere, Tbe Lord ſhall jedg bis People, and repent bim- 


"| liver, and help in Aﬀiction, becauſe men cruſt in che Locd ; ſure- 


' | wilt kfep bim iz perfef# peace, whoſe m 
Prhus; Toi wilt kgep peace, peace; not peace anddqubring, ;not 


" PLove* Mark the words, fe wit keey himin peace; peaca, whole 


the Lord thy Rec 
Aknows, and conſiders chis, what may he nor ſuffer? , - |. 
75 7 ar hly : * It is che proper work of-Faith, co look on bath 


ide! in AMiction, and Suffering : Sence and Reaſon looks, only | 
[61 che dark ſide, bur Faith looks co. borty fides. of the Diſpenlati- | 
va: It is writren of Mr. Latimer, the bleſſed Martyr, that when 
He was ro po to the Stake, taking leave of his fellow Priſoners, 
{auh he, Be of good Comforr, O my Friends, and. Brechren ; for 
thou pocothe Seake'ro day, and be burneto Fue, we ſhal 
light ſuch a Candle in'England, as ſhal never be pur our ; we thal 
makefuch a Fire hm, ne ro day, as {hal never be queriched : 
tie ſaw both ſides of che Dilpenſation, becauſe he beleeved. Fauh 
bye one both ood he ten ——_— : FE 
-- + Eightly 7 1c s cheproper Work of Faith, co lee one con in 
AE Lorhrodel / 30w; wal : i wil tee the Smiles of God, in whe 
midſt of Frowns; i wil {ee Love, in the midſt of Anger; it will 
tee Order m the midſt of Confuſion 3 it will ſee. Mercy: in the} 
midſt gi Miſery z it wil fee a door of Hope inthe Valley of Achbor. 
Faith, it looks upon things with the ProſpeCtive of the Promile ; 
and che Promite ſpeaks on this wite, in Det. 32. verie 36. faith 


ſelf for bis Servants, when be ſees that their poreer 3s gone , and 
there is none ſbut up, or left. Faith (I tay) ſees one contrary 
manother, or beyond another ; and when amancandvu ſo, what 
—_ nor ſuffer? And | 

' + Ninthly, and hſtly : If God doengage cohelp and ſuccor in 
flictions, and ifrhe Lord do count himielf engaged to tuccor 


lz Fauhcan dovery much in the dzy of Aﬀidtion. .Now I, pray 
look into Scriprure, and you thal ſeethar che Lord is up- 
on this account, in Pſal ' 37. laſt ; And the Lord ſhall belp them, 
and deliver them ; be ſhall deliver them fromthe wicked, and ſave 
them, becauſe they trreſt in bim. - $0 tp 26. veule '3.. -T bow 

| md i ſtayed on:tbee, becauſe 
be truftetbin thee. Mark the words, Thou wile keep him in pec- 
felt peace, fo youread it 3 but in the Hebcew, che wotds run 


Peace andrroublez burpeace, peace," why ?- becautzhe in 
'rhee. | Bur T caninor ciuſt in God, 4 have noaffiranceotGods 


4 
_—  — —@ —  _— 
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nce of 
Gods 


mind is ſtayed on thee z_ he doth noc ſay, who hath affura 
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| wilſend for the beſt Piyſitian char hath the 


| Cn of Ret 


Th Great things Faith can [2 


s Love, but if icbe but a Faich of Rel 
dai of ris he wil keep him im 
HfaySdonches becauſe herruſtec th the 


pada ary oi help, and faccor men char do b beleeve, chen 


auth can do very much ina fuffering'day. Now 1 
ven you an account of rhe General, how 1t comes to'paſs't! 
EE Faith wil carry us chrough al our Sutferi 


h never ſo great, and you fee how' Faith can do * 
| Fay Yor br weddrd, ame f 


P41 
- 


| | Now for Application. 

If crue ſaving Faich be ſuch an accommodation untoa Suf- 
fering, then incaſe that any of youare to fuffer any ot 
Tring, the firſt thing you do,cal in for Faith: As 1 taid ypon the tor- 


mer Doctrine, (eerag that Faith wil do great things ;) and- there- 
fore if you have any great thing co do, cal in for Faicts: So now I 
fay uponthis Dome, Seeing thar rrue ſaving Faith can, and-wil 
| ſuffer very hard things, in cate you have any thing tofuffer, ' firſt 
cal un for Faich, cal in tor Faich. It you have a gygart lickneſs, you 
$kil ac tuch a 
Diſeaſe. Faith hath the beſt skil ac your Sufferttip , and there- 
| fore lend, and call in for Faich as toon: as wer you cometothe; 
| brink of chele Waters, cal for your Fath, and look: co: your 
aith, 


| 


| | You wil ſay, But theſe are no ſuffering times, the Winter is 


| paſt, and ibere is no ſuffering now. 
Then bleſs God, and praiſe the Lorgthar you have ſo much Goſ- 


|pel Liberty as you have. Butout Lord and Savior faith, that in 
the laſt daies, there ſkal be-(uch great tribularion as never was 3: and 


Lam ture we are fallen intorhe = daies: our Brerhren-inithe 
Vallies of Piedmont, they haveluffered; 'and-rhe Apoſtle com- 
mands.us to be in bonds with = that are in' bonds; and' ro be 
afflited with thole char are Midted 3” what do' you know-what 


| your Faith may do for them ? 


Lo evine a liccte teerec our ſelves 3 Is there never a Servant 


| ce, ti trequ a che Ofedinance, bur checked, ſeor 


Eaton: 


here chat luffets from an evil Maſter, chat- would fain go - the | 
@ e- 


nd'of his.ot he Kintred.fineethey | 
OE Peovelorhrea | 
lullers 


Applic. 


is 


> " The Great things aithcan ſuffer: | : 


Anſw, 1. 


Þ 


_ 


- [che Child of i 
ble, 


ſuffers rom the hagghof ſome Profeſſor ? what devouring ampng 
usz biting, coor one another? Of al eoproahings, and {ut- 
fecings,: you-w3l hnd chale moff birter thar come frotn Profefſors, 
\\whep ane Protelſor. doth reproach -anocher, and ſlander another 


and te another, . Now, if there be any here, unco you'l| 
ea cal in for Faith, whacſoever j our Sufferingybe, cal in tor 
ach. 


But ſuppoſe there be none of theſe Sufferings among us, who 
7 ts fork co Su 


| Quie« 
[_w may bein che Well? Wherefore cal in tor Faith, in al 
1-your $uffcring cal in for Faith, | | 
[. - You wil ſay untome, What ſhall we do that we may ſo ftreng- 


knows how ſoun you, or I may be called erings, if 
not in the Publick, yer in our Particular ? I have heard ofa good 
man, and woman, that were teaſting at a great Dinner upon the ac- 
count of Gods Goodneſs, at:d Meicy co their Family 3 and while 

were at Dinner, celebrating the goodnels of the Lord to cheic 
Fabily, chem andcheic Children , comes a Meffenger in,and faich, 
your Children is dcopt into the Well, arid drowned. Be- 
loved in the Lord, Who knows how loon a Relation of yours, or 
}mjue, raay bein che Well? how ſocn luch a Comforr of yours, 'or 


7 


then, or improve our Þ aitb, as that we may bear upin a way 
beleoving againſt Sufferings ; for | am a man,or a woman that (1 
| confeſs) have met with Sufferings, and | am ſeldom ont of Suffe- 
rings, ſomi1mee in_my Bocy, jomtimes in my Name, ſomtimes 
{112 my Eſtate, ſontimes in my Relation, and the Lord knows 
what I may be cak. 4 toſuffer ; what ſhall we. do, that we may (o| 
ftrengtben, or amp woe our Faith, that we may bear up in a 
ny of beleeving, ag:inſt al our Sufferings ? 


Fult of al,, Cooſi.*r frequently what great things the Lord 
| hach done for you already : 1 will remember the years of the right 
hand of the maſt bigh ;, I will remember all thy wondrous workg, 
{aich c > Plalmiſt ; ſticring up his Faith, and geting ſtrength 
from Faith. The Conſideration of what great things God hath 
done for you already, wil your heart, and make you wil- 
__ ſuffer : Foc Example, go along with mea lictle, and L wil 
inſtance only in :char great magter of your firſt Converſion, and 
| cyan co 00, ns Cay chac chou were converted, andbrought 
ome £0 , #1 thy ns were pardoned, paſt, preſenc, and co 
come; I lay, veicually aren/ngh and Log Thar day that 
thou wert redyand brought 1, Yeo God, thou wert made 
» and Heir of the Ku. gdom which is pri- 

undefiled; and which Fadech noc a'wey. Thar day chba were 
converted, and brought home co God, chau hadſt WeKey of che 
| Red wiien peurd 
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old Nature was caken away, and thou were made partaker of the 
Divine Nature. That day chat thou wert'converced, and 


Communion , thou were received into Union, an1into Communr- 


1] were not libera, yet ic was liberata; as toon as a man. 15 con- 
verted, and brought home co God, he is tree toDury, chough not 
free from Duty z and he 1s free from his fin, though he be not free 
ro his tin. Tharthy thou wert converted, and brought home to 
Fyoe , thou were received unto the ſpecial Protection of God, 
rhqugh not to free, yer co ſandtifie, and fweeren your Affliction. 
That day you were converted, and brought home to Gud, you had 
a Right, and Title given you unco al the Ordinances, F#5 ad rem, 
though noc mre; they are your Fathers Plate, and as a Child 
you may drink out of your Fathers Plate. That day thou wert 
converted, and brought homie to God, thou hadſt a ipecial Righr 
and Title given thee unco althe Creatures : you may look up to 
"Heaven, and ice the Stais, and ſay, thele are my Fathers Candl I 
avd when you hear the Thunder, you may lay, this is my Fathers: 
Voyce; and when you ſee che Sea, yuu may lay, this 15 my Fa- 
thers Filh-pond ; when you tee the Godly men of the World, 
you may lay, ihele aremy Fathers Children z and when you fee 
| wicked men, you may lay, theteare my Fathers Diſh-clouts to- 


you may ſay, thele are ray Fathers Fifng-men, his Execurioners ; 
and when you lee the Gold, and Riches, and Wealth of che Warld, 
| you may lay, this 1smy Fathers Dung-hil. I lay, that day chou 
art converted, and brought hume to God, God deth great things 
for you mn thatmoment. Now che more that you contider what 
_ | gear things God bach done tur yuu, the more your heart 15 enga- 

ged ro-God; and the more your heart is engaged, the more wik 
ng, and able you wil be co ſutfer, wn, 

Secondly ; If you would ſtrengrhen your Faith-to ſuffer great, 
| and hard things, ftudy nuuch the Book of che Revelacion, which is 
| a ſtanding Cordial for che relief of che Saints, in fufferingin Anti- 
chriſtian cunes 3. and ſtudy, and read, and commend ro your Chil- 
(dren, the Book of Martyrs, where you have Examplestothe Lite, 
of the People of God, dying for the Faith : bur above al things, 
ſtudy much the Sufferings of Chriſt., Faith, true ſaving Faith, ic 
loyestodydlin che Wounds of Chalk 
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brought 
home to God, thou wert received into Union with Ckrift, and inco || 


on with the Father, and wich Jelus Chriſt, That day char thou |: 
wert converted, and brought ro God, thy Soul was freed 
thole that the Son makes free, they are free indeed 3 ghough, your | 


make his Children cleanz and w '0u conlider of the Devils, | 


ut 5: and beleeve ts te” 


inco thy boſon, I (ay, rhou hadft the e Key ofche | 
_ Sctipcurepur incothy bolom co wear it, I mean che Spicrit.of God + [/ 
[Thar day that thou wert converted,and brought hometo God, thy: | 
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{niind were buc poſſeft with tharTruch, 1 would not be a hard: 
| _ lietle eine co make our this, for the ſtrengrhening of your 


ofa ſufferi | 
cxampleofChrift, eſpecially the-ſighc of ChriſtsSufferings, wilt _ . 
not emly teach you co tuffer, buc wil fandtifie your hearc by the 


[Safer 


ing, and wil ens. SARaN ſhat eTocs 
Chreft fuffer i teh me, a 1 fuffer nothin 
for him? Jay Ar Ehoift;- +: Td 


beableto ſuffer 


Chriftwilceachone t fuffer ; nothing like it : the} 


"Thirdly-: W5ou would ſo-ſtrengthen your Faith as you may | 

laed-chinge, conſider much, and frequently, oo 
great pains of Suffering, poſſeſs your heart therewithal. Belo- 
ved; Suffering times are gaining timesz and it your heart, and 


chingto ſuffer hard things, and that by Faith : .1 ſhal cherefore 


aich, that ſuffering cimes are gaining times. 

"Suffering tunes are Teaching times 3 Bleſſed is the man whom 
thou chaſtiſeſt, correfieſt, and teacheſt out of thy Lavo : Schola 
Crutis,Schola Lucis : The Crols is Gods free School,. where we 
learn much : Suffering cimes are ceachingtimes. 

/As Suffering times are reaching times, ſo ſuffering times are fin- | 
difcovering times 3 Aﬀictions recal fins paſt, and prevenc fin to 
come 3 Aﬀflictions ſhew us che emprineſs of the Creature, rhe ful- | 
neſs of 'God, che vilenels of ſin. [When Adonibegzek had his 
Thumbvyand Toes cut off, he could remember his own 1t1n, You 
ſeehow ir isin Winter, whenthe Leaves ace off the Hedges, you 
can lee where the Birds Neſts were ; whenthe Leaves were on in 


jare Sel-berhinking times. Y on {ee many a man run on in che day 


4 
jel was pinched,then-hebethought himielf; and Manaſſes in Pry 


ject been converted. uffering times, are Self-bechioking 
4£ "= - | 


Suramertime, you could nor fee thote Neſtf? And fo in profpe- 
rous times men do not fee the Neſts of their hearts and lives ;/ 'buc 
when! cheir Leavesare off, then cheic .Neſts are (een. Suffering 
{ canes; are ſin-dilcovering 
As Suffering times,are | 


Mfiifcovering cimes; ſo Suffering times, 
of his Proſperity, and never bethinks himſelf.' When the Prodi- 


fon, then he bechoughe hinuſelf : and 1taich Solomon, praying for 
the-People-in- Adverſicy , If then they ſhal bethivk themſelves. 
Therers many man that {I may fay ) doth owe his Convertion 
ro his Afliction, and can ſay, If I bad not-teen afflicted, I had ne- 


As ing ries, are Setf-bethinking times ; To Suffering 


Jeimes,/areifruittul and-growing times. : *Eery Branch in me be | 
 pronetby-that it may bring forth more Fruit. Suffering cimes 
| are ; : | -* Wi Tc 


Ao Suberiitemes ate growias thies;"fo wy NT 4" 
[rent nrSrmns EarchecFtdpany ve Th 


Ing e1Mes. +4 ths 
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'Trach, chen Truch is advanced. 
Marlret hath upon Dan. 8. co ſhew char Truchs were advan- 
ced by Suffering ; verſe 11. it is ſaid of the licrle He bath 
nm bamfelf even to the Prince of the and by bis the 
da g_—_ was taken away,end the place San8rary was 
caſt : And was given bim againſt the dayly Sacrifice 
by reaſon of Tranfj on, 1ſt down th Truth tothe ground, 
and it iced, & proſpered: yt Orn, as 
it is ordinarily carried ;z for it is inthe Feminine Gender, which 
only can relate co che word Truth, not cothe Horn; he caſt down 
1 che Truch, andche Truch practiced and prevailed. So that Su 
fering times, are Truch-a ing Times. , 
* As Suffering rimes, are Truch-advaneing Times; ſo Suffering 
eimes, are unicing times ; In times of Profpericy, Profeſſors chey 
wrangle, fal our, divide 3 but when the Shepheards Dog comes, 
then the Sheep run together. Suffering cimes are unicing times. 
As Suffering cimes, are uniting times 3 ſo Suffering times, are 
Praying times: He chat wil pray, we ſay, let him go to Sea, 
chere he wil be ſick, and that wil make him pray, that is the mea- 
ning 3 In their affii#ion they will ſeekme early. Suffering rimes, 
are praying times. 
As Suffering r1mes, are praying times z ſo Suffering times, are 
Soul-affuring cimes : There is —_ man or woman goes up and} : 
down many years doubting, and hath no affurance ; and when. 
they grow lick, God doth ſend in his Evidence for Heaven by the 
hand of thar ſickneſs, and he hach Aſſurance tor Heaven that never 
had it before : according to that in Hoſ. 2. 14+ 1 will allure ber, 
and bring ber into-the Wildernefl, and fpeak to ber heart. Comes 
fort ye, comfort ye my People, ſaith your God : ſpeak ye comfor- 
tably to Jeruſalem, becauſe her tniquity is pardoned: When? In 
che day of her Warfare : for her Warfare is accompliſhed, ber 1- 
niquity is pardoned ;. for ſhe hath received double from the band: 
of the Lord. Suffering rimes, ace Soul-aſſuring times. 

- As Suffering rimes, are Soul-affucing cumes; foSuffering times 
are Weaning times : when chis Muſtard is laid upon the Breaſt of 
|che World, thenare we Weaned. Sufferingrtimes, are Weaning 
rumes. G 

Laſtly : Suffering cimes, are Heavenly cimes, and. ploci 
_ __— World - _ bicrer, L maybe ſweer, 
| orious 3 for ſaich the Apoſtle, Spirs 
[Gods onde Glory reft upon-you : When? In Sufferi —_ | 
| the People of the Locd doth Suffer, the Spixic of Glory | 
ſhal reft upon them. Suffering times, are Glorious times. And 
ifaltheſe chings be true, Dm Yea. wich me, Suffe- 
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in cime of Adverficy we fed Truck, and tear cs Tullhaany fo | 
a Obſervacion 
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The Grearthmgs Favh canſufer. | 
| 


imes times, are growing times ? | 
Suffering cimes, are Truch-advancing cimes ? that tuffering | 
cimesare Unicing times ? thac Suffering crimes, are praying times ? 
chat Suffering cames, are Soul-aſſuring times ? chat Suffering 
cimes, are Weaning times ? that Suffering cumes, are Glorious | 
cimes? then ſurely, Suffering times, are Gaining times. And if 
| chou would'ſt ftrengthen thy Faich ( Chriſtian) fo as thou 
maieſt be able toendure hard chings, chink upon this. much, and 
Ein ic upon thy own Soul, carry this away with thee,if no mote z 
are 


ering cimes are peining times 3 O my Soul, Suftering times 
| rs cumes : cr ra you Mal be able ro hold our, = ſuf- 
fer. thus I have done with che main DoCtrine, There ace 
two or three Obſervations that lie abour the words 3; I wil only 
give you thera, and ſoconclude, 

Fuſt you may confider here, what the Perſons were char ſuffe- 
red hard things z the Texc ſaith, a were ſuch, of whom che 
World was not worthy : then greatneſs of Sufferings, and Afflicti- 
on, are no ſufficient reaſon why you ſhould doube of Gods Love, 
or of yuur own everlaſting Condicion, Here were very hard 
things chat theſe Beleevers ſuffered, and yer they were ſuch of 
whom the World was not worthy : Shall chen doubr of my Con- 
dicion, or queſtion Gods Love, becauſe my AMitions are greac ? 
Imuftner. Bur you wil ſay, My Aflictions are very ftrange, and 
none like mine z one cannot hear of ſuch an Aflition as mine is; 
not inan Age. And Ipray, in your Ape, have you heard of a 
Man or Woman fawn aſlunder? chus were theſe, of whom che 
World was not worthy. Bur my Aﬀlictions ace thick, they come 
very chick. And ſodid theirs here. Bur my Aflictions are fil- | 
led wich Temptacions ; Iam nor only — bur I am cemp- 
red, and Temptacions grow upon mine Aﬀflitions. So ic was 
with cheſ> here, they were cempred, nor only gilitted, but camp> | 
ed, and yer fuch of whom che World was not worthy. Bur my | 
AMiitions are ſuch as make me Unſerviceable. So in the eye of 
Reaſon theſe Aflidtions made theſe Beleevers, they were whi 
| pedupand down like Rogues : and I pray you nies vhowend 
ever have chought in the eye of Reaſon, that Pavls Miniftry 
ſhould have done any greac geod, after he had been whi up| 
and dowa like a Rogue? yer Pals Miniftry was b = 
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though you think your Aflitions make you unſerviceable, 
' God cal yourto them, ENIEDING Service. arp 
' Aﬀiitions are ſuch as find me al alone. I am afflited, and 
' Red, aman or woman of Affliction, and Thave noneto pity me. 
'Soit wathere with ſoameof cheſe;, they wandred in the 
neſs, and chey were in the Caves, and of che Eaxth, and ſuch 
' of whom the World was not worthy. Paſlibly then, chy Affli> 
ions, man or woman, may be very great, and yet thou maieft be 
precious in the Eyes. of God, and ſuch a one of whom che world 
45,not worthy. And cherefore: now, if there be ever a man or 
' woman here inal this Congregation, that labors under my gun 
'burden, I fay to that Perton, queſtion nor thy Conduion, 
not concerning Gods Love, becauſe of che greatneſs of chy Aflidtt- 
| on; thy AMiZt 
Perſon, of whom the World is not worthy in Gods account, I wil 
give you this Parable, apply it your ſelf : Suppoſe you ſee a com- 
ny of children playing cogether one while,and may be afterwards 

ighring ; and then you ſee a mancome and catry away one of theſe 
Children, and he ſtrikes him , bur he kts the other alone, and- he 
ſtrikes chem not ; which of theſe Children, wil you ſay, chi man 
sa Father unto? wil ye nat ſay, inal likelyhood he isa Father 
unto that Child char he carries away, and ſtrikes. I lcave you to 
apply ic. 

Secondly : Youmay obſerve upon what accompr they ſuffer 
theſe hard,andgrievous things ; upon the accompr, taith che Text, | 
ofa berter Reſurreion : Then whic ſhal we ſay co choſe chac 
would ſteal away from you, the D Ctrine of the Reſurrection ? 


5h 


ion _— great, and yet thou maiſt be a| . 


Ic may be, men wil noc ipeak our here with you, bur they have 
done 1t with us, and nibble ac this Doctrine : Whar ſhal we lay to 
chem ? they are Enemies to your Faich , they are Enemies to! 
your preart relief in Suff-rng cimes, they are Enemies to your! 
good Conſcience, a good Coniciciice isa great matcer im Suffering 
times, Ircmember a Speech of a good Muſter, when he was 1t-} 
lenced in the Biſhops cime, atid had bus Living caken trom hun ;' 
Wel (laithhe) Ipraiteche Lord, chough I have loſt my Living,' 
I have taved my Conſcience, aud this Contcience 1s a great matter 
in Suffering ties, Now by their baving an expeRtaiice of a bet- © 
| cer Returcection, they retiuled the pietent Deliverance, and lo kept: 
cheic Conicience. Do there theretoie come 11 men among you,tu 
vena rl this great DoCtruie of our Relurretion ? avoid them, 
avoid them, thac chey way be aſhamed, hold cloſe co this Do- 
[ rine : As youdeſite ( Chriſtians) to have Ccaufoct in a rainy | 
| day, and a botrom tor your Faichin Re cives, hold faft' 
i this Doctrine of the Relurrection , and this Dectrine that you: 
have been inſtructed in from the Word, 
þ 


| 
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Ti he Great things Faith can ſuffer. 
Thirdly, and foroend : Ye may obſerve here, by what means | 
ſuffered theſe hard things, and charis, rms. to heard, by | 
z furely chen, ir is noeaſie thingto. beleeve, with chis crue | 
wing Faith 3 a hard ching to beleeve. This true ſaving Faith 
can eat things, and it can ſuffer hard chings ; crueſaving Fairh 
witmakce ir eafie todo great things, and eafie to fuffer hard chi 
But it is hard coger chis rue ſaving Faith. You wil ſay, If a man 
| | were in the Sun, he migttgo round the World ina day ;z bur itis| - 
hard co per into the Sun. this rue ſaving Faith, wil make a | 
man todo grear things, and co ſuffer hard things; bur ic isa hard 
thingto ger it, and few there be that have ir. We read of Eliar, 
chat when the Locd had given him a power co ſhuc Heaven, thac ic | 
rained not for three yeers, andan half, he went away, and hid him | 
ſelf; they could find him before: ordinary men mighe be found z 
bur Elias that did this great Work, could nor be found. Soan or- | 
dinary Faith may be found our ; bur chis crue ſaving Faith, char | 
dorh greatthings, and ſuffers hard chings, is hardly co be found, 
There is a common Faith.that grows = where: As it is in| 
your Flowers and Plants ; ye have your Field Time, and your| 
{Garden Time ; ye have your Field Roſe, and your Garden Roſe; 
your Fitld Roſegrows every where, but your Garden Roſe grows 
not every where : You have Pibble Scones every where, but Dia- 
'monds are not to be found every where. So there isa Pibble Faith, 
and a Field Faith, an ordinary Faith, and this you may have eve- 
ry where: But chis Diamond, chis Garden Fauth, to ſuffer hard | 
things, it is hard co be found, tew there be that have ir , and there- | 
fore tew can do great things for God, or ſuffer hard things from | 
Imen. Wheretorebeloved in the Lord, give me leave to end with 
this Exhorcation, to beſeech you in Chriſt Jeſus, to ger this Faith, | 
above al getting, get this Faich 3 you that have nor this true ſavi 
Faith, get ir. Some there be heregit may be, that have Faith 
enough co ſwear by 3 bur not Faich good enough to hve by : true 
{aving Faith, a Beleever can live by, but he cannot ſwear by ir. A 
true ie is very ſen{ible of his Unbeliet; ſaich he, there was} 
never amore unbeleeving heart chan mine, 1 think there 1s not al. 
man,or woman in the World, is troubled with {uch an unbeleeving}- 
heartas I. True ſaving Faith is ſenſible of Unbeleef; and there- 
fore you that have nor this crueſaving Faith, labor roget it ; above| 
al per ic : Ger this true ſaving Faith, and you that have chis crue| 
faving Faith, unprove it, ule ic, do great things for Gud, and ſuf}, 
fer hard things from man ; yea, certainly, if you have this crue ſa- 
ving Faith, you wil be able ro do great things for God, andrto fut- 
fer very hard chings from man; for that is che Doctrine art this 
time, True ſaving F aith can, and will ſuffer very hard tbings. 
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Sermon 1. 


Page 


He Text Opened. 1, 2 


DOCT. 

| | Saving Faith will 

do very great things. 
3 


Opened by three Propoſitions : 
1 Saving Faith # a zor- 
king Grace. | ibid, 
2 Saving Faith will ds 
great things 
3 "How ſaving Faith comes 
to do great things 
Firſt Propoſition proved. ib. 
1 True Faith bath the þirit 
of the Goſpel in it ibid. 
2 *Ts a friend to work, ibid. 
3 *Tis the firſt worker in the 
ſoul. bid. 
4 It is an univ2rſal work © © 4 
5 It works beſt alone ibid. 
6 It works beſt ſomtimes im the 
| dark ibid. 
7 It worky beſt at laſt ibid, 
' U. What are thoſe great things 
|= Faithcan do ? 5 
1 Anſw. ; 
Faith will do as great things 


| 


T he great T hings Faith can do, 
On Hebrews, 11. 32. 


Teſtament 


of life 2 


mortifie fears 2 


ves ? 


bzs betruſt ments 2 


things inviſible ? 


only upon Chriſt ? 


» 


vortteenett 


The Contents. 


now, as it did under the old 


1 Iritnot a great matter to 0- 
vercome temptations ? bid, 
2 Is it not a great matter to 
perform duties to the bagard 


3 I it not a great matter to 


+ Is it not a great matter to 
mortifie your cares? 
$ Is zt not @ great mater to 


bave your griefs aſſwoaged.? 


6 Is it net a great matter to be 
kept ſteady in times of chan- 


7 Irit not a great matter to be 
a ſtranger to the world? ibid. 
8 1ls1trot a great matter for a 
man to be fjaithſul.ungder all 


More Comparatively.. 
There are thre: Lrewd ff vents 14 
| the world.; but & ai:b works 

. beyond; 
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Page 
ibid. 


1b1id. 
1bid. 
ibid. 


1bid. 


6 


1b:d. 


9 Iritnot a great matter to ſee. 
ibid. 
10 Iritnot agreat matter for 

a man to livs in dependance 


ibid. 
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' 1'2 If you would do great things 


Page 
beyond them all 6 
rt Compared with Power- 7 
2 Compared with moral Ho- 
neſty, This is Proved by 
three Reaſons wil, 
3 How it may appear that 
faith can do more than Go- 
hel 3 iftr,and common grare. 
It 3s made to appear by four 
Argnments 8,9 
I1I. How comes it to paſs that 
true faith can do ſuch great 
things? Io 
Anſwered by four Rea;ons. 
t Iteoer forth m the might of 
' Gods Promiſe ibid. 


Fod! Porrer. ibid. 
'3 s forth m the ſtrength 
of God Calt ibid, 


4 It goes forth in the ſence of 
| what God' and Chriſt hath 

done for the Soul 11 
-— Apphcarion, 

1 The Reaſon why men dono 
great things-in thety Genera- 
mon, 1s becarſt 'they want 
Faith ibid, 
calinforfanh 12 
Queſt. 

How fhalwe mprove our faith 


to dopreat things ? 13 
"Aubry. 
1. Studly mich the greatneſs of 


2 


0 ibid. 
2 Frep cloſe to Gods Ordi- 
Nances ibid. 
3 Do not chide off your heart 
from beleeving ' lh. 
4 Uſe your faith to ds ſmal 
things ibid, 
5' Lookmuch upon the Call you 
bave to any work, is 


The Contents. 


'2 Ft goes forth in the might of |- 


Pape 
Nates frem Verle 32. 

r The number of Beleevers 
under the old Teſtament, it 
ſeems was not ſmal ibid. 

2 God will own that Faith 
that is but weak at firſt ibid. 

3 From Samplon I collett :t xs 
poſſible a great ſinner may be 
a true Beleever ibid. 

4 'Note from Jeptha, a baſtard 
maybe a true beleever ibid. 

5 Fromthe mentioning of Da- 
vid, Samuel, and tbe Pro+ 
bets, Ga. confider , when 
God hath extraordinary 
workto do, beraiſcibupex- 
traordinarymen 17 

Laſtly , Ton fee what high e- 

... Feem'God hath of Faith. ib. 
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[The Great Fhings 


\ Faith can ſuffer. 
O'N 
Hebrews, 11, 35. 
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Sermon IF. 


The Text opened 
D OCT. 


True ſaving Faith: will 
ſuffer great things. ib. 


Three Propoſitions. 

1 A true Teleever may ſuffer | 
bard things | 

2 Faith wil carry bim throwg!) 
them. : | 

3 How Faith can carry bim 
through them. ibid, 


20, 21 


The! 


ts. 


The Contents. 
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] Page 
The firſt Propoſition proved, 
21, 22,23 


Que 
Secandly. How ſalt 4 mas be 
aþle to go through tbeſe _ 


| things? 
| 's Au{ſw. 


Hehav 
| . notthys faith 


ke - 


Proved by four Reaſons. | 


23, 2% 


Object 
eread of many thas Gef- | 
fered. bard things , yet bad 
ibid. 
Anſw. 
id 
aneulb 
feru __ choyce ibid. 
oth not lay the ſtreſs of 
# Faith ibid 
4 HU uffers not cheerfully, but 
diſcontentedly ibid, 
5s He will reſt upon his ſuffe- 
rings ibid, 


| Thirdly. 


6 He will yield at liſt 26 
7 He doth not bring forth the ' 


Queſt. 
By what means can 
Faith do this ibid. 
Antw, 

1 It x thework of. wy ſubs t 
| mit to Gods we ) tbid,/ 
'2 It 5 the work of Faith 10 
Cleave to the Command:ment 


of God 


'3 It 7s the workof faith to = 
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upon the recompence of re* 
war 
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True ſaving Faith will da it. | 
jy Ns man may We | 


2. A wicked man doth nothef. | 


"ys At of Rigiteouſre. i 


$5 The more one ſees the hand | gain of [ſuffering 


of God as a Father muſe. 
rings, the more able a man 
will beto ſuffer wid, 
6 The morea man canſte to the 
end of bis affiitt:on, the bet- 
_ _ go th þ ib. 
7 Itst aith 
to look on ny why ſides of _ 
diſpe _- | 
/ I: «the proper work of fainh 
ko ſee one contrary = ane- 
P 
9 If God engage 10 belp >, 
. fatthcanſuffer much in af- 
fiithions - tbe. 
Application. 
If any man be te fi 
thugs, lethimcull for faith. 


: 20 
Objed. TY 
T beſe are no befiring times. 


ibid 
Anſw. 

Blefi God for your Goel Li- 
berty. Conſider the ſuffe= 
rings of your Brethren. wid. 

Particular applications to ſe- 


ULrAlGont10ns >» 1 1 
i hr Beg - 1 Thad. 


times may come 4 
Quelt. 
How ſhall we ſtrengthen our 


ibid. 
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